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SERMON I, 


WHO ARE MEMBERS OF CHRIST, CHILDREN OF 
GOD, AND INHERITORS OF THE KINGDOM 
OF HEAVEN? THEY WHO 
ARE BORN OF GOD. 


Preached at Eastington Church, Wednesday Evening, 
August 6th 1834. 


Isarau, LV. 3. 


‘‘ Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear and. 
your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.” 


Unper this covenant which God has made with 
his chosen one, his only begotten Son, for the > 
benefit of all who should in every age of the world 
believe on his name, God engages to put his laws 
into their minds and write them in their hearts, 
saying at the same time, “and I will beto them 
a God, and they shall be to me a people.” And 
I purpose, first imploring the Divine blessing on 
my labours, to take occasion from the approaching 
Confirmation to explain to my congregation in 
general the Christian Covenantso beautifully unfold- 
ed in our Church Catechism, which is full of the 
doctrines of grace and is in perfect accordance 
with the word of God. As the interval is so short 
A 
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between this day and that of the Confirmation, T 
purpose Ponca the exposition of the catechism 
every service until the whole is completed. Thus 
the candidates for Confirmation will have an oppor- 
tunity of having their catechism explained to them, 
if they attend the services of the Church, twice on 
Sunday as well as on the Wednesday Evening. 
The Catechism, my friends, is entirely a spiritual 
composition and suited to be your rule and guide 
in old age as well as in youth, and if disregarded 
by us as we advance in life, that neglect must 
proceed from a want of spirituality of mind. I 
commend it therefore to the attention of those of 
mature age as containing a faithful record of their 
exalted privileges and gracious rules for correct 
practice. May the Lord bless the consideration 
of it to those who are practically acquainted with 
the difficulties of the Christian warfare, to those 
who have been confirmed in past years, and to 
those who are now before me with a view to being 
confirmed shortly! May the Lord enable you, my 
young friends, to give me yourserious attention, and 
may he by his victorious grace so change your 
hearts that you may look back to the period of 
your Confirmation as a season when your love to 
the Saviour for what he has done and suffered for 
ou was confirmed, and when your resolutions to 
ive a hokwlites made in divine strength, were also 
confirmed! May all the principles which the 
Lord, by his blessing on the instructions of your 
parents and teachers, has instilled into your minds 
be confirmed, and may the determination of your 
minds to “live godly in Christ Jesus” be so con- 
firmed that your path, my dear young friends, 
may be “like the shining light which shineth 
more and more until the ect day.” I wish 
you well, I wish to see you in glory ; therefore 
may every principle of grace be confirmed, for 
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that grace which God gives to the young in answer 
to the desires of the soul expressed to him in prayer 
is the only preparation for glory, honour, and 
immortality. 

If after your confirmation, I see you returniug 
to the world, walking in your own ways, and 
ceasing to behave yourselves wily and todo good, 

. you will give a pain to my mind which nothing 
can remoye but the consolations of the Gospel ; 
but if I see you pralie in the paths of Christian 
holiness, love, and good works, as the fruits and 
effects of close walking with a reconciled Father 
in Christ Jesus, you will give unfeigned joy to 
the heart of your minister, whose happiness is 
bound up in the same bundle with that of the 
people of God. AsI would sympathize with their 
sorrows, and grieve over their faults, so would 
I joy with them and would take a holy interest in 
eyery triumphoyerSatanand every victory overthe 
corruption of thenatural heart: therefore, my young 
candidates (for such I hope you are and I pray God 
you may be by his grace) for glory, honour and im- 
mortality, give me your serious attention whilst 
I unfold to you the meaning of the answers you 
make to the first and second questions put to you 
in the Catechism. 

Youare first asked “ What is your name? You 
reply John or James, or Sarah or Louisa as the 
case may be. The next question is “Who gave 
you this name.‘« You answer—* My Godfathers 
and Godmothers in my baptism, eherety I was 
made a member of Christ, a child of God and an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.” 

In the early ages of the Church, during the hot 
and cruel persecutions of the Roman Emperors, 
when Godfathers and Godmothers were first ap- 
pointed, children were liable to lose their believing 
parents by martyrdom ; and it therefore became 
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sake of his crucified body, we shall be received 
into his mystical body. Christ has a glorified body 
in heaven, and a mystical body on earth; this 
is his Church or the congregation of all faith- 
ful Christians however dispersed over the face of 
the whole earth. All these souls are collected by 
our Redeemer into one mystical body or society, 
united under him, who is the head; he preserves 
them entire, and protects them from harm. How- 
ever particular Churches or Individuals may fall 
away from their profession, through their own 
wickedness and unbelief, yet the Lord has promised 
he will always have a church upon earth, a com- 
pany of pene believing on him and closely 
united to him ; he has promised to be always with 
his church, and has declared that whatever per- 
secutions it may be called to endure, yet it shall 
never be destroyed, and that the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it; and as the body whichis 
composed of many members is nevertheless but 
one body, so this collective body of Christian 
believers in Jesus, though it consists of many, 
yet constitutes one body or society under Christ 
the head, and they are all members in particular, 
From a consideration of the advantages which 
arise from the natural body being sound and 
entire in all its parts, we receive a spiritual idea 
of eenes and precious advantages which arise 
from ‘istians being united to: Christ. As life 
and heat, and health, are derived to every member 
by its being joined to the body, so are pardon 
face and grace imparted to every soul that 
is united to this body or Church of Christ. He 
holdshis peopleasstars in his right hand, and will 
retect and defend them from all evil; and as a 
imb when severed from the body is rendered use- 
less, becomes putrid, and is no more than a_ piece 
of inanimate clay, so every individual who 
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is,severed from this body, (let men flatter and de- 
ceive themselves as muchas they will,) or, which is 
the same thing, is not united to Jesus Christ and 
has neither fellowship withhim nor interest in him, 
is in every respect cheplinaly dead : he can derive 
no spiritual life from Christ the head, and being 
without God in the world is “‘ dead while he liveth.” 
Let him do what he will, let him boast ever so 
much of his own abilities, he cannot take onesi 

step in the way to heaven. He may inde 

of his own works, he may flatter himself that 
justify him: so a man who has had both hi 
cut off may set them up and bid them run a } 
but they would not be quite so obedient to 
commands as he might desire. Now just thi 
same blunder do they commit who think that 
wlhulst dead in trespasses and sins, and separate 
from Christ, they can work out their own salvation. 
Forevery good gift andevery perfect gift comes from 
God. It is his Spirit who inspires good thoughts 
and actions, and this grace flows only in and 
through Christ Jesus to such as are united to him ; 
or to speak in the words of our Catechism, to such 
as are “members of Christ.” How deplorable 
must their case be who are estranged from him ! 
How happy they who are united to him! 

Here we see what God is willing to do for us; 
and O that we may be made willing to seek 
for and accept it! For the particulars now 
under consideration are the covenant designs 
and merciful promises which God has been 

raciously pleased to make to sinful man through 
fens Christ our Redeemer. God has promised 
to restore lost sinners to favour, and tomake them 
members of Christ, children of God, and inheritors 
of the kingdom of heaven. These are the blessed 
privileges God has engaged in the new covenant 
to bestow, in consideration of what our Receemer 
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has done and suffered forus. Through the Gospel 
dispensation we who were strangers are made 
friends with God; we who by nature were wild olive 
trees, are graffed into the true olive tree ; we who 
were afar off, are brought nigh by the blood of 
Christ. Everything which might obstruct our 
happiness is done away in Christ; sin is atoned 
for and pardoned by his blood; all repenting and 
returning sinners will be joined to the Saviour 
and will be freed from pollution; they will be 
incorporated into the body of Jesus Christ, that 
is into the society of his faithful people, and will 
derive all spiritual life and grace from him; they 
will partake of his divine influence, as the members 
of the natural body partake of its influence; they 
will no longer wander out of the way, but bein, 
brought home to their fptuper sheepfold, they will 
be constantly under the eye of the blessed and 
adorable Jesus, that good shepherd and Bishop 
of their souls. This is one privilege obtained by 
Jesus Christ for sinful men ; and when we accept 
his gracious offers, we shall be no longer dead to 
spiritual things; we shall be no longer weeds fit 
for nothing but the fire, but being grafted into this 
tree of life, we shall not fail to bring forth fruit 
abundantly. This privilege is conveyed to those 
who are baptized not with water only but also 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire. But the 
nature and efficacy of Baptism as a Sacrament 
will be considered in a future discourse. 

The next thing those who are thus born again 
( not of water but of the Spirit) are made partakers 
of is, to become the Sons of God ; every converted 
Christian hereby is made a child of God. As by 
nature we are children of wrath and heirs of hell, 
so by grace we are made children of God and 
heirs of glory. This likewise is owing to what 
our Redeemer has done for us and applies 
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to us by the operation of his Spirit. ‘“Yeare all 
the children of God, by faith in Jesus Christ,” 
(saith the apostle addressing believers.) God 
sends forth the Spirit of his Son into his childrens’ 
hearts, whereby they cry Abba Father. They are 
no longer looked on by him as his enemies, but 
stand in the amiable relation of children to him; 
and if “children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ.” As a father pitieth his own 
children, even so is the Lord merciful to them 
that love and fear him; as parents support and 
nourish their children with all imaginable love 
and tenderness, so doth God nourish and sup; 

his spiritual children: he provides for all their 
wants, he fills their souls with his grace and 
strength, and supplies their bodies with the gifts 
of his providence; andas children areaccustomed to 
rely entirely on their parents and to depend on 
their care for nourishment and support, so do all 
sincere Christians rely entirely on God. They 
look up to him for pardon and peace to their souls, 
and depend on his providence and blessing upon 
their endeavours to supply their bodily wants. 
He corrects them in love when they depart from 
him, but always in the midst of judgement remem-. 
bers mercy. As kind and tender parents not on! 
take care of the present helpless condition of their 
offspring, but also provide for their future main- 
tenance, so does the gracious God and Father of 
mercies ; he not only gives his children constant 
supplies of grace suited to their present need, he 
not only protects them in their infant state, 
directs them in the way they should go and 
supplies all their present wants, but also provides 
for their future welfare. When they have arrived 
at perfect manhood, they will not be destitute of a 
sure possession ; there is an inheritance reserved 
for them in the kingdom of glory. 
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And this is the third privileze every regenerate 
soul is invested with; for in consideration of 
Christ’s atonement, the believer is made a member 
of Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven. ‘Fear not little flock,” 
(saith our blessed Redeemer,) “for it is your 
father’s good 1 ext to give you the kingdom.” 
Thus are all those who are united to Christ, fellow 
citizens with the saints, and free denizens of 
heaven ; they are entitled to the kingdom which 
Christ their leemer hath purchased for them; 
they have a right conveyed to them, which is 

| by their Saviour’s blood. However they 
are'‘despised and afflicted here, they can look 
forware bp faith to the rest reserved for them, to 
those mansions of glory which are prepared for all 
those who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity. What 
an amazing act of mercy, what a wonder of love 
is this! For poor sinful earth and ashes to be raised 
to such high and glorious privileges, for vile and 
abandoned sinners to be made members of Christ, 
and to be admitted into a near relation and fellow- 
ship with him, for the children of sinful men to be 
de the children of God, and to be owned and 
-acknowledged by him, for the servants and 
captive slaves of Satan to be made inheritors of 
the kingdom of heaven, and entitled to the glories 
there, is a wonder of mercy indeed. All who have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious have sensibly ex- 
corte ced this to be really 2 monument of mercy. 

‘or we are to observe that all these inestimable 
gifts are entirely of God’s free grace. God 
did not owe the world a Redeemer, but out of his 
unbounded and rich goodness hath he “made us 
accepted in the Beloved.” It was his free grace 
alone that induced him to show the compassionate 

he has to us, in the covenant of grace 
bited in and through Jesus Christ After we 
B 
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had broken the first covenant in our head and rey 
sentative, it was this pure and unlimited love that 
gave us another, ‘established upon better pro- 
mises.” May weall be truly thankfal for these 
blessings purchased for us by the Lord Jesus 
Christ; by whom sinners are reconciled and 
brought home to God, are made the children of 
God, and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven! 

This is that part of the covenant in Christ Jesus 
that he has promised to bestow, and which he 
always does bestow upon every heavy laden 
penitent sinner who feels his burden. ly let 
a sinner come to the foot of the cross of Christ and 
ery unto Jesus who was crucified for his sake, 
and his burden however heavy will fall off his 
back. God of his sure and free mercy for his dear 
Son’s sake will, the moment a sinner believes, bury 
all his sins in oblivion, cast them into the depths 
of the.sea, and send them into the land of forget- 
fulness. Heavy laden sinners let me here address 
you-—Your burdens are no doubt heavy ; owing to 
a light, a little light in your conscience da: in 
by the Spirit of God, they have become intolerable; 
but take my advice: Look tod esus simply by faith as 
Bunyan’s pilgrim looked, and you will feel your 
burden loosened, your heart lightened of a load, 
your consciences at rest, your mind filled with joy 
and peace in believing—and this is the only cause, 
you look to Jesus. How sweet the name of Jesus 
sounds in a believer’s ear; it sooths his sorrows 
heals his wounds and chaces every guilty fear. 
Take the advice of one who loves you with 
Christian affection: “‘Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he will sustain thee.” 

And now let me briefly apply this subject to 
my hearers. First—To those who haye been 
baptized in the name of Christ, but though some- 
what adyanced in life, have not given evidence of 


SERMON I. 19 


the work of the Holy Spirit in their hearts— 
Baptism is an ordinance which conveys certain 
privileges to believers, and the water used is 
simply a sign of invaluable privileges conveyed by 
the inward and spiritual grace of Baptism. Now 
every spiritual blessing is suspended on the 
sovereign will and grace of God, and is communi- 
cated or withheld according to the good pleasure 
of his blessed will, but he has graciously declared 
that he will grant them freely in answer to peer 3 
that prayer must be the prayer of faith made 
Beate tothe will of God, and prayer is the gift 
of the Holy Spirit who works on the hearts of 
those who are secretly drawn to seek his divine 
teaching. 

Tn the first ages of the Church persons became 
real believers before they were baptized; and the 
inward and spiritual grace given by God at the 
same time with the outward sign of water was a 
seal to them of the blessings of the Christian 
Covenant; but our Church orders, after the pattern 
of the primitive Church, that Godfathers and God 
mothers should answer and promise for the child ; 
and on the presumption that every answer and 
promise comes from the heart and is perfectly 
sincere, the child is pronounced regenerate. The 
Minister asks the persons, Do you believe? do you 
renounce? do you promise to obey? will you be 
baptized? and presuming that sponsors speak 
from the heart the truth as it is in Jesus, he 
baptizes the child and pronounces it in the judge- 
ment of charity regenerate—He is not to judge of 
the state of the hearts of those before him; he 
that searcheth the heart is the Lord: if then the 
persons are hypocrites or empty formal profess- 
ors and uttered what they did not believe or were 
regardless of, it is scarcely to be expected that 
the blessing of God should attend the ordinance; 
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conceit; when thou liest down and when thou risest 
up, thy own wisdom and prudence are at thy right 
hand to guide thee: but know that the wisdom of 
men is foolishness with that God who resisteth the 
proud but giveth grace to the humble, lowly, and 
contrite heart. The means however are open to 
eyery baptized professor. Though thou art dead 
in tres) and sins, yet I say into thee, Arise 
and call upon thy God that he may have mere 
upon thee; and may he do that by his grace whic 
I can never accomplish. God must send the word 
home to your heart, for unless you are born of 
God, you are not a member of Christ, nor a 
child of God, nor an inheritor of the kingdom of 
Heaven, 

Secondly.—May the Lord make me the happy 
instrument of comforting and strengthening those 
persons whose are the above privileges. You as- 
cribe your participation in these privileges, my dear 
brethren in the Lord, to mere grace. God who show - 
eth mercy hath chosen you to these privileges, and 
he reveals them to you that you may be encouraged 
by the entertainment of them in your heart to show 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light. Ifyou are 
a member of Christ, (and you are such if you 
believe in Christ with the heart,) it is your pri- 
vilege to derive grace and strength into your soul 
from your living head. If your limbs want strength 


- to run the way of God’s commandments, Christ 


your head and the head of his spiritual body is your 
strength. Let yourloye approachJesus, and exercise 
faith in him, and you will find his refreshing and 
strengthening grace diffusing itself through every 
part of your mind and soul. Adhere and keep close 
to Jesusas every member of the body adheres to the 
head; and your comforts, your usefulness, your 
graces will live and flourish. Jesus has promised to 
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take care of hismembers ; because he lives they shall 
live also; but your comfort and happiness, your 
usefulness and the glory of God will be much 
inereased in proportion as you “hold the head,” wait 
se Christ, contemplate his work, and regard his 
blessed word. Are you the children of God? The 
Spirit of adoption dwells within you, Walk inthe 
Spirit. Live in the Holy Ghost. Increase in his 
grace. Feed upon his bounty, and you will enabled 
to serve the Lord in the spirit of adoption. The 
holy, good and just law of God will be to you a law 
of love. Itis your privilege to delight in the law 
of God after the inner man. May the Lord 
deliver you, and incline you to look to him for 
deliverance from the painful workings of an eyil 
heart of unbelief satel exalts the law above the 
gospel of peace and loye, and brings your mind 
into bondage through the influence of the natural 
man. 

Are you inheritors of the kingdom of heaven? 
Set your inheritance before you—The more you 
think of heaven, and the holiness and happiness 
of the saints in glory, the more you will grow in 
a mectness for that blessed place. When the 
kingdom of heaven is opened to the believer's 
soul by the Spirit of God and is viewed as it 
were “ through a glass darkly,” it has the power of 
drawing the soul of man towards it, of drawing 
out the affections after it. The star is frequently 
a guideto the mariner, but Jesus shines in the high- 
est heavens, far more brightly than the whole host 
of heaven. Jesus the essential glory of the king- 
dom of heaven is a sure and infallible guide 
to his people, whom he draws to look up Zion- 
ward to him whilst they tread the earth as stran- 
gers and pilgrims. Live as those who have an 
enduring substance in the heavens: therefore let 
the world be crucified to you and you to the world, 
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Finally.—Let me exhort every baptized member 
who has been confirmed, or is going to be con- 
firmed, to remember that the outward sign of water 
in Baptism is nothing worth by itself. Trust not 
in your water-Baptism. Trust not to fancied 
privileges which are only of value in proportion 
as they are revealed to the soul by the Holy 
Ghost; who alone can make you a member of 
Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven. Let every person therefore 
pray, ‘‘Lord give me thy Holy Spirit, make mea 
partaker of thy grace. Lord of all power and|might 
make me a member of Christ—Give me a new 
heart, create in me a right spirit—Lord give me 
that spirit of adoption: thou alone canst make me 
thy child—Lord give me humility that I may be 
humble as little children, as thy children always 
are.” Let every person whois going to be confir- 
med and to take those vows upon himself which 
were made for him by others, pray from his heart 
for God’s blessing andgrace. My dear children, 
when the Bishop lays his hand upon your head, 
do not trust to that; look to God alone for a 
Dlessing. Paul and Apollos were nothing; Bap- 
tism and confirmation are nothing; I am nothing; 
a Bishop is nothing; his laying on of hands is 
nothing; but God is every thing, even he who 
giveth the increase. Look to Jesus. 
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THE CHRISTIAN RENOUNCING SIN, 


Preached at Eastington Church, Sunday Morning, 
August 10th 1834. 


GaL. V, 24—26. 


“© And they that are Christ's, have crucified the flesh 
with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, 
let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous 
of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one 
another.” 


I wave selected the above text because it contains 
the whole of the gospel of Christ in its principle 
and practice. St. Paul had been warning pre- 
fessors of the danger of the lusts of the flesh, 
showing how the indulgence of them was not to be 
reconciled with the principles of the Gospel, and 
had affectionately exhorted them to walk in those 
graces and to abound in all those fruits of the 
Spirit which are ‘well pleasing to God” for 
Christ’s sake, and are “ profitable unto men.” —And 
lest any to whom he wrote should be led away 
with the idea that religion consisted in mere talk 
and boasting, or in formal lip service, he brings 
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forward a test of true christianity, which could 
never be controyerted.—‘‘ And they that are 
Christ's haye crucified the flesh with the affec- 
tions and lusts.” He does not say that God 
chooses us on account of our crucifying the evil 
affections and lusts of the flesh, for it is only 
those who come to Christ and trust in him who 
will crucify the flesh; the world, by which I 
mean the ungodly, do not crucify the flesh. Self 
denial in order to please God is not an act of the 
natural man. If the world ever deny themselves 
it is in order to please themselves the better here- 
after. But if we want to know who are the Lord’s 
people, the people whom God has chosen, we have 
a mark by which we may distinguish them: “they 
have crucified the flesh with the affections. and 
lusts.” God “hath not called them to uncleanness, 
but to holiness.” God did not call them or love 
them because of their holiness, for originally they 
had none; in their flesh dwelt no good thing 
whatever. Man was and will be in respect to his 
natural disposition wholly corrupt and abominable 
in God's sight. God saw us in our blood, lying 
in our uncleanness, and pitied us and redeemed 
us from sin and everlasting death; he called us 
by his grace and love out of this state of his 
mere mercy, and the effect of this calling is 


ness. 

God hath called us to holiness, and all whom 
God hath called are holy, and will be holy to all 
eternity. In this world they are imperfect, but 
they are complete in Christ, by whose strength 
imparted to their souls, as members of his _mysti- 
cal body, they “crucify the flesh with the affections 
and lusts.” They live in the Spirit; in the Spirit 
they live and move and have their spiritual being; 
ay though hindered by Satan’s temptations, the 
cares of a deceitful world, and the draw-backs of 
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the flesh, they will strive to walk in [the Spirit ! 
My brethren, “walk in the Spirit, and you will 
not fulfil the lusts of the flesh.” Vain is and 
envy and a contentious spirit are the bane of the 
christian life, the cankerworm at the root of all 
christian holiness; therefore the Apostle warns us 
of these lusts of the flesh— Let us not be desirous 
of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one 
another.” This subject bears closely on that part 
of the Catechism which in course presents itself 
for examination this morning. ou remember 
that last Wednesday evening {endeavoured to un- 
fold to your view the spiritual Bie they 
enjoy who are born of the Spirit of God. May 
the Lord bless the subject for consideration and 
so draw us to Christ that we may receive stre! 
from him to do all that the Gospel requires. It 
is only the members of Christ who can renounce 
what the Gospel bids them renounce, for it is a 
solemn truth that without Christ or separate from 
him, we can do nothing, nothing whatever. The 
first step is to seek an interest in the everlastin, 
coyenant of grace, by the provisions of which 
believers in Jesus are made members of Christ, 
children of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven. 

The next question is as follows: “What did 

our godfathers and godmothers then for you?” 

he answer you ntiade by your sureties was, 
“They did promise and vow three things in 
name, first, that I should renounce the devil 
and all his works, the pomps and vanity of this 
wicked world and all sinful lusts of the flesh.” 
Now my dear young friends, have you considered 
the importance of this yow made for you? The 
word of God tells us, christian experience tells us, 
an enlightened conscience tells us, that all these 
things which are renounced by our sureties‘on our 
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behalf are destructive of happiness and productive 
misery. We are commanded to renounce them 
on pain of God's severest displeasure, and yet we 
iaye no strength to renounce them, but through 
aith in the gospel of the blessed God. Our state 
was one of extreme, unmixed misery, and eternal 
Jeath would have been theunavoidable consequence 
if God had not pitied us while lying in our blood 
and uncleanness. Holiness and happiness are 
inseparable ; sinand misery cannot be putasunder ; 
but we cannot follow after holiness without re- 
nouncing sin. Renouncing sin, abandoning the 
ways of sin, is the yery essence of true repentance. 
To renounce sin from the heart is to repent; it is to 
manifest a change of mind. Whilst under con- 
demnation, we loved “the devil and his works, 
the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, and 
the sinful lusts of the flesh :” but when we become 
Christiansindeed, when we weresavingly united to 
Christ, we renounced these things. Let ever: 
member of this congregation ask himself, have y 
renounced these things or do I love them? Re- 
member that they are all forbidden by the word 
of God; and that the duty of renouncing every- 
Hungyoontraty to God's word is equally binding 
on the conyerted and unconverted, the baptized 
and unbaptized, the confirmed and unconfirmed. 
I shall briefly go through the three things that 
were renounced for us, and may God by his Holy 
Spirit deeply and powerfully impress your minds, 
and give you strength to renounce them. May 
the aged, and may all who have arrived at years 
of discretion, bear in mind that unless they have 
renounced these things forbidden by God, they are 
in the broad road that leadeth to destruction. 
By nature we pay allegiance to our lusts, which 
exercise tyrannical dominion oyer our minds and 
practice ; by grace received through faith into the 
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heart, we renounce this ungodly allegiance, and 
say. ‘Other lords have had dominion over us, 
but henceforth, O Lord, we will make mention of 
thy name, and of thine only.” Every one who 
would be saved by Christ must through Christ’s 
strength renounce the three things mentioned in 
the answer which I purpose to unfold. “Th 
that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts :” and though indwelling sin 
remains in the hearts of the regenerate, to harass 
and vex them, and to humble them by its 
tormenting influence, still it remains as a con- 
quered enemy. The new heart which is from above 
is free, and leads to perfect freedom: the old man 
is a man in chains, he harasses but cannot destroy, 
he fights but cannot conquer, he solicits and uses 
stratagems, but the new heart is delivered out of 
the snare, the grace of God triumphs and sin is 
obliged to lose its hold, and amidst many conflicts 
with the old man, “the strong man armed,” one 
who is far stronger than the other, and who loves 
above all things to make those who trust in him 
conquerors, comes to the christian hero, reveals 
himself to his mind, and whispers by his Spirit, 
“Sin shall not have the dominion over thee, for 
thou art not under the law but under grace.” 

The first duty of a christian isto renounce the 
devil and all his works. My young professed 
candidates for glory, honour, and immortality, 

ave you ever considered the nature of the power 
Satan has over your minds? He has greater power 
than you imagine, and he is an adversary of so 
subtle a spirit that he blinds his victims, and 
makes some doubt and others disbelieve his exis- 
tence. The word of God calls Satan “ the prince 
of the power of the air,” and we read that one of the 
evil spirits said to Jesus, ‘my name is legion, for 
we are many.” We here perceive the oneness, 
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the union of legions or armies under one head, 
even Beelzebub, who is styled by St. Paul ‘the 
d of this world ;” and they act under this one 
ead for the very purpose of destroying your 
souls. He is called “the god of this world,” 
because he is the soverign lord of the hearts of 
all the men of the world, The men and women 
of pleasure, the covetous man, the swearer, the 
glutton, the drunkard, those who “ love the creature 
more than the Creator,” those who seek the praise 
of men more than the praise of God, are all under 
Satan as their head and king, aud however they 
may pretend to doubt the truth of this assertion 
and may use every effort to shake off the conviction 
from their minds, yet the Bible asserts the fact 
that Satan leads them “captive at his will.” What, 
my dear brethren, did our Saviour say to those 
who boasted of their freedom, declaring that they 
were never in bondage to any man and that they 
were the children of God? Christ said to them, 
“If God were your father, ye would love me; for 
I proceeded forth and came from God; neither 
camel of myself, but he sent me. Why do ye 
not understand my speech? even because ye can- 
not hear my word. Ye are of your father the 
devil, and the lusts of your father ye willdo. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode 
not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh of a lie, he speaketh of his own, 
for he is a liar and the father of it.” As long as 
any in this congregation remain ungodly, they are 
under the influence of the prince of this world, who 
is the prince of darkness, and are obedient subjects 
of his infernal kingdom. All your misery and 
sin are from beneath, and the path you tread leads 
uu sinners to the hell that gapes beneath your 
eet; into which you will fall unless your eyes shall 
be opened to look upward and behold the glories of 
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more particularly since God describes Satan as a 
deceiver, a liar and the father of all lies,—the 
crooked paths of treachery and deceit, all cunning 
and dishonesty, all slippery tricks, all lies and 
falsehood and whatever tends to these things, are 
especially the works of the devil. Again, all 
bitterness and wrath, and anger and clamour, and 
evil speaking and malice are the works of the 
devil. Nownone of those things can possibly make 
you happy; many of you know from your own 
ex) ce, how little comfort there is in the 
indulgence of these tempers; which prove how far 
we have gone astray from the God of love and 
ponthees: Look to Jesus, my dear children, and 
looking stedfastly towards heaven, renounce 
Satan and the works of darkness, and pray 
to God to deliver you from the snares of this cruel 
enemy, who would destroy your souls because 
he hates you. Oh do not tread in the steps of him 
youcannot love. Oh, do not walk along that path 
which leads to the fearful abode of him who hateth 
zen will torment you for ever and ever. Flee 
hatred, revenge, malice, envying, boasting, 
and yain glory; they are all the works of the devil; 
pride is especially the work of the devil; flee from 
age as the bane of your peace; flee from every 
isposition and temper of mind which would over- 
shadow the evidences that a work of grace is 
in your heart. ‘t What concord hath Christ 
with Belial?” «What communion hath light with 
darkness?’ No man can serve two masters, either 
he will hold to the one and despise the other, or 
hate the one and love the other. Can you for 
a moment hesitate between Christ and Satan? for 
you must either be the servant of the one or the 
slave of the other. 
' Satan enticed Adam and Eve to resign the pure 
and holy pleasures of paradise for the sake of a 
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little increase of knowledge respecting evil; and 
having brought sin into the world and caused it 
tospread like leaven until the whole lump of mor- 
tality is leavened with its baneful influence, he is 
enticing your heart into idolatry, into love of the 
world or some darling passion. He deceives you 
by telling you falsehoods respecting the pleasures 
of sin. “The cords with which he binds you may 
appear silken or golden, but iron is concealed 
beneath the folds, and his only object in drawing 
you to partake of the pleasures of sin, which are 
but for a season, is that having got you into his 
net, he may drown you in destruction and per- 
dition. Satan is a hard master and when he has 
deceived all those in the world who perferred his 
yoke to the service of Christ, he will unfold him- 
self in his real character, laugh at your misery, 
and chuckle over his own duplicity ; and you who 
rejected life will lift up your eyes in torments 
into which you have been cast as despisers of the 
grace of God. 

Such is Satan, such all are his ways, and such is 
the consequence of falling intohiscruel hands. But 
behold the contrast in the picture which the Bible 
unfolds of the Lord Jesus Christ ; he is as generous 
and noble a master as the other is sly, artful, 
cunning, and vicious. Jesus left the bosom of his 
Father; became poor for your sakes; paid your 
debt which you owed to God, to the uttermost 
farthing; overcame the tempter, that he might 
succour them that are tempted, and might know 
how to sympathize with his people in their trials; 
and at last was led likea lamb to the slaughter 
and was dumb as a sheep before its shearer. He 
was humble, patient, resigned to God’s will, until 
hehad finished the work of man’s redemption; then 
he rose triumphant from the grave, and after he 
had shewn acts of the greatest kindness to Mary, 
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to Thomas, to the two disciples going to Emmaus, 
and indeed to all his Apostles, “he ascended up 
on high, he led captivity captive, he received gifts 
for men, yea for the rebellious also, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them.” Jesus, the glori- 
fied, blessed Jesus, sits at his Father’s right hand 
in the realms of light, surrounded by angels and 
els who resound his praises throughout 
the habitation of the throne of his glory, as they 
behold him bestowing on his Church, on ministers, 
andon people, the richest blessings of afull and free 
salvation; and they rejoice with exceeding great 
iy, over one sinner that repenteth. Now, sinner, 
look down upon Satan endeavouring with per- 
seyering malice to counteract the benevolent 
designs of our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 
Behold that cunning Apostate, casting this drunk- 
ard and that sabbath breaker, and yonder swearer, 
and that thief and liar into hell. How awful 
the reflection, “This night thy soul may be re- 
quired of thee!” Choose ye this day whom ye 
will serve; if the Lord Jesus be God follow him 
and cleave to him; pray tothe “ Father of lights” 
to preserve you from the fiends and from the works 
0! ness; and, clinging to the cross of Jesus as 
you flee from Satan and the wrath to come, may 
the Lord teach you to say, “though he slay me, 
yet willI trust in him.” ay the Lord encourage 
you by his words, “Him that cometh unto me I 
will in no wise cast out.” 

The next thing which our sureties renounced 
for us, and which I pray God to give you grace 
to renounce, are ‘“‘the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world.” The whole world lieth in wicked- 
ness, saith the Apostle John, therefore _the world 
is justly pronounced a wicked world. Its pomps 

-yanities mean all those shows and fine things 
which gratify pride and kindle a spirit of vanity 
D 
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in the human heart—In the early ages of chris- 
tianity, pomps referred to all those shows and 
stage representations which were common at the 
heathen festivals, and were the occasion of much 
lewdness and vice. After these, however, were 
abolished, the reformers still retained the use of 
the word pomps. The scenes in the present day 
which come nearest to the ancient stage repre- 
sentations, and which are considered by the pious 
and godly of all ranks as pomps, injurious to the 
interest of true religion, are those scenes and 
representations which occurat theatres, races, fairs, 
and wakes, together with any other representa- 
tions, scenes, or places of any kind which gratify 
the pride of the natural heart of corrupt man. 
By vanities are understood all those things which 
kindle in the breast a light or trifling spirit. The 
world, the whole world, is full of iin else but 
vanity and vexation ofspirit. All excess in dress, 
all things which are put on by men or women 
to attract notice or court admiration, whatever 
draws off the attention of worshippers from their 
proper employment on the Lord’s day, are am 
the things renounced for us by our sureties an 
which I solemnly call upon all to renounce in the 
strength of Him who refused all the kingdoms of 
the world and the glory of them, when offered him 
by Satan. My young friends, all such places as 
pleasure-fairs, theatres ofany kind, wakes, and all 
laces and scenes where theungodly meet for mere 
Tein and to make a mock atsin, are not places 
for you, if you wish to devote yourself to the 
Lord’s service. Let the ungodly represent them 
to your mind in the most favourable light, let the 
devil whisper to your heart there is no harm in 
this or that amusement, remember, O remember 
the high vocation wherewith you are called, and 
refuse to comply. The effect of such pleasures 
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is evil, for even if your moral character be pre- 
served pure and untainted, still your spirituality 
will be much injured. It is probable that many 
worldlings and these perhaps near relations, 
may pretend to wish only ‘‘to rub off a little 
rust,” but remember our Saviour’s words, ‘“‘ He 
that loveth father or mother more than me, is not 
worthy of me.”—Again, “we must obey God 
rather than man.” You cannnot serve God and 
the world together. Let not your heart then be 
set on the world. ‘The friendship of the world is 
enmity with God.” The world is, next to the 
devil, your bitterest enemy. Covet not the things 
of the world. ‘If any man love the world, the 
Jove of the Father is not in him.” The world’s 
aim and object in its allurements is to deceive. 
The world and worldly men are the allies of 
Satan. Their interest is bound up with his. 
As the world in the days of the Saviour and his 
apostles, joined their armies with those of Beel- 
zebub to oppose the kingdom of Christ, and destroy 
his church, so is it now. Ashe that was born 
after the flesh, persecuted him that was born 
after the Spirit in the days of Cain, so is it now, 
and ever will be till the Saviour comes to judge- 
ment. There will soon arrive a day which shall 
be terrible to the wicked, and happy for the 
righteous; that will be the day of destruction 
and perdition of ungodly men. May the Lord 
teach you to use this world as not abusing it. 
“Be content with such things as you have.” 
Pray to the Lord to provide for you and to “feed 
you with food convenient for you.” Be not over 
anxious about the morrow. ‘Trust in the Lord 
and verily thou shalt be fed.” The Lord’s word 
ig sure, and though they that hate the righteous 
shall be desolate, yet none of them that trust in 
him shall be destitute. : : 
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My young friends, may grace teach you to 
cultivate modesty, propriety, and delicacy in 
dress and in all your habits. Do not mind being 
called precise. Avoidall gaiety, levity, and flaunt- 
ing colours indress. ‘Consider the lilies how they 
grow, they toil not, neither do they spin, yet 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
ofthese.” If you are candidates for glory, honour, 
and immortality, give your affections to God; 
hear him saying by his providence, his mercies, 
his word,and his ministers, My son, my daughter, 
give me thy heart.” Only consider when trifles 
solicit your affections, when ungodly men and 
fools he make a mock at sin entice you, that 
your Creator who made all you see, and who can 
and will destroy every human being on the face 
of the earth, solicits your affection, and is able 
and willing to give you all things with Christ; 
only ask him to give you faith for his mercies 
sake, and he will say to you, “ open thy mouth 
wide, open thy heart, and I Jehovah will fill it.” 

Renounce then, as destructive of your happiness 
and productive ofmisery the pomps and vanities of 
wickedness ; also renounce as equally dangerous 
and poisonous, the lusts, the sinful lusts of the 
flesh, which our sureties also renounced for us; 
and if you would be the Lord’s people, you must 
renounce them. ‘‘They that are Christ's, have 
crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.” 
The lusts and works of the flesh are adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, immodesty, and levity 
of behaviour, any kind of excess in eating, drink- 
ing, or in any way pampering the snpeliies: By 
the lusts of the flesh are meant all those desires 
and irregular, inordinate, motions of the mind 
which lead. to those things. My dear children, 
as you value your safety, your usefulness, the 
glory of God, and the witness of the Spirit, flee 
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youthful lusts; consult your Bible, and pray to 
God to give you almighty strength for Jesus 
Christ’s sake, that you may abandon, abhor, and 
renounce all the works of darkness, the devil and 
all his works, the pomps and yanities of this wick- 
ed world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh. The 
indulgence of any of these things, participation in 
any of these sinful amusements, will bring you no 
happiness. The pleasures of sin are but for a 
season: put away, cast away the works of dark- 
ness, ar put on the armour of light. Now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of salvation, now is 
our salyation nearer than when we believed. 
Dearly beloved, let us who are of the day be sober, 
parte on the breastplate of faith and love, and 
‘or a helmetthehopeof salvation. Walkaschildren 
of the light; trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
make not provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts 
thereof. ‘Love not the world nor the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world the 
Jove of the Father is not in him. All that is in 
the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life is not of the Father, but is of 
the eoeid. The world passeth away and the lust 
bapa but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
ever.” 
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NECESSITY OF CONTINUING IN WHAT WE HAVE 
LEARNED. | | 


Preached at Eustington Church. Sunday Afternoon, 
August 10th 1834. 


2 Tim. III. 14, 15. 


‘“‘ But continue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned, and hast been assured of, knowing of 
whom thou hast learned them; and that from a child 
thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able 
tomake thee wise unto salvation through faith which 
ts in Christ Jesus.” 


It is an inestimable blessing to be taught the 
holy scriptures and instructed in the blessed truths 
they contain; but this knowledge is of itself in- 
sufficient ; we must continue in the things which 
we have learned. Gospel truths must not only 
be put into the head by the parent or school- 
master, but brought home to the heart by the 
teaching of God’s Holy Spirit. It is only the 
Holy Spirit who can bless and sanctify the endea- 
vours of teachers. The heart of man is so stubborn, 
obstinate, and self-willed, that the power of God 
alone can melt it. May the power that breaks 
the rock, soften and dispose your souls to listen 
to the word of God, whilst your Minister proceeds 
with the exposition of the Church Catechism, 
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This morning I explained to you the nature of 
the works and things which you are now called 
upon to renounce. The next thing your sureties 
ie you bard which you are = called 
upon by every sai obligation to ‘orm, is to 
believe all the articles of the erietian faith. 
Here let me briefly state the necessary distinction 
between belief or giving credit to doctrines, and 
saving faith. Many persons give full credit to 

doctrines of Scripture, and in a moral point 
of view lead unblameable lives, and strive to 
themselves to their fellow creatures, who 
have not saying faith. Their head knowledge may 
be accurate, but their knowledge of doctrines has 
not affected their hearts, therefore cannot save 
their souls. Saving faith, or that faith which saves 
the soul, is wrought in the heart by the Holy 
Spirit: the understanding is enlightened, the will 
renewed and changed, and the affections engaged 
on the side of these doctrines. Then what we 
knew before, or perhaps like Timothy have learnt 
from our youth, is brought home to the soul with 
spiritual power; we feel an indescribable interest 
in those ey doctrines which, while unconverted, 
we repeated without any corresponding emotion 
in the soul. May all amongst us learn from the 
Holy Spirit to repeat the creed or belief as the 
charter of inyaluable privileges, and may its 
repetition every Sunday instead of deadening our 
feelings, increase our gratitude to the Triune God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who with such in- 
describable love unite in one harmonious plan for 
our eternal happiness. 
_ The creed ete itself into three parts, as 
explained by the subsequent question and answer. 
In the first part. we say, “ Tehive in God the 
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,” 
and from this part of the creed or belief, we learn 
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to believe in God the Father who hath made us 
and all the world. My brethren, our faith is here 
directed to the first great cause of all things: 
every thing visible and invisible; heaven and 
earth; all the glorified spirits in heayen, and 
rebellious men on earth, were made by Almi hey 
God ; also the devils and damned spirits in bal b 
They were made by him, and when originally 
created, were holy and happy. Here we see 
their rebellion in their most odious light; they 
revolted from their allegiance to God, and have 
succeeded, by divine permission, in renderi 
this world (once the abode of bliss) the abode of 
misery, the scene of devastation and death. 
Through their malignant influence man, formed 
for the glory of God and for eternal happiness, is 
transformed into a devil, made carnal, sensual, 
devilish, and, in his natural unconverted state, fit 
only for the burning. Every day man lives 
without God in the world, he becomes more meet 
for the torments of hell, as the sheep is fattened 
for slaughter. What a melancholy reflection 
must it have been for the angels, what a sorrowful 
consideration foran enlightened christian now, that 
Godis cast out of his own world, and ridiculed 
and profaned by the creatures he made. 

Sin, which is a far more subtle poison than any 
other, has done the work. Man, originally created 
in the image of his God, has destroyed himself, 
Sinners, consider the devastation sin has made. 
Are you happy? No. The friends of Satan, the 
fiend who bears eternal enmity to your Creator, 
cannot be happy. There is no happiness in vice 
and wickedness. The laughter of the wicked is 
the laughter of an hour, followed by years of 
lamentation, mourning and woe. Look at the 
Drunkard reeling to and fro, uttering words, from 
which, depraved as he is, he would shrink in his 
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sen Behold the man, Is he happy? 
says yes! his countenance belies his sie 
‘the fornicator, the adulterer, the unclean 
rson. Is he happy? Look at him. There is 
aFessi pilkgpinese in his countenance. 
He may be full of humour and wit, but he is not 
y, and whatever pleasure there may be in 
sin, the j of sin are but “for a season,” 
and what remains after the most delicious enjoy- 
in sag “a fearful looking for of judgement.” 
The liar, the swearer, the sabbath breaker, the 
reyengeful. the covetous, the dishonest, the reviler 
and backbiter, those ate andes te any besetting 
ii enot happy. They flee from God who is 
the fountain of Sipe, the spring of joy and 
peace to his people. Sinners, it is well for you 
and for me and for God’s people that we were not 
left in our lost estate to perish without hope. We 
haye destroyed ourselyes, O Lord! yet adored be 
thy mercy, in thee is our help forund, and they 
that turn to thee and trust in thy name, shall not 
be confounded, The word of God reveals a 
Saviour, Jesus Christ the Lord, in whom a hope 
is held out of the recovery of our bodies and souls 
from the condemnation in which sin and Satan 
haye involved us. 

In our creed we next profess to believe “in 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified 
dead and buried, he descended into hell, ( or the 

of departed spirits, for such is the meaning 
of the word hell or hades, in this place,) the 
third day he rose again from the dead, he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty, from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead.” What aston- 
ishing grace and love! Here we have unfolded 
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to us the ea mystery of godliness, God manifest 
in the flesh,” ‘ God in Christreconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them!” “Lord, what is man that thou art mindful 
of him, and the son of man that thou visitest him !’” 
If our hearts were not cold and dead, the yery 
enumeration of these mercies would kindle in our 
breasts a feeling of the liveliest gratitude to our 
Creator and Redeemer. 

From this portion of the creed we learn to believe 
in God the Son who hath redeemed us and all 
mankind, yes, a world of enemies, traitors and 
rebels, Itis a sufficient proof to the christian of 
the wickedness, the sensuality and worldliness of 
the human heart, that the truths, the sublime 
truths of the gospel, which are contained in the 
public services of the Church make so little im- 
pression on our minds. Well is the natural state 
of man described to be a state of death, for if it 
were not so, the sublime truths heard on the 
sabbath would make such an impression on the 
mind as would not, be forgotten throughout the 
week. How delightful would it be if when 
Christians met, they felt the savour and influence 
of Jesus’ name in their hearts and delighted to 
speak the praises and unfold to each other those 
spiritual and divine excellencies of their Lord and 
Master, which the world cannot discern. What 
crowds in this liberal neighbourhood used to 
attend the anti-Slavery meetings to discuss the 
best method of redeeming the slaves from bandages 
how few meet together to hear with gladness the 
goed news of their eternal redemption by Jesus 

hrist from the most cruel bondage to the most 
tyrannical of masters. When the slaves were 
oppressed, the nation universally arose to succour 
the oppressed, and the benevolent left no stone 
unturned in order to redeem the slayes; and now 
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that the object is affected the country rejoices, and 
give thanks toGod. Listen to what Jesus 
has done: he has redeemed you from the curse 
of that law which said, “ Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the Law to do them.” May the Holy 
Spirit teach you to listen to the good news of your 
eternal Redemption from sin and_ everlasting 
death by Jesus Christ the Son of that gracious 
and forgiving Father, whose law you broke, whose 
honour you sullied, whose Majesty you previously 
offended. Welcome this redeeming love with a 
far higher and a more exalted joy than the Slaves 
ean possibly feel for the advantages of a merely 
redemption. Consider, how little the 
services of the benevolent will avail the Slaves, 
if when for a few fleeting years they have enjoyed 
the benefit, they should be cast by divine justice 
into that prison of hell, from which those who 
once arrive there can never be redeemed. Awful 
thought! Man may redeem his fellow creatures 
from temporal bondage, but with respect to 
spiritual bondage “no man can redeem his brother 
nor make agreement unto God for him.” The 
Son of God who is God the Son, God and man in 
one glorious person, alone could effect this spirit- 
ual and eternal redemption. May the Lord by 
his Spirit “create the fruit” of your lips and mine, 
that we may sitig his praise. 

My dearly beloved brethren, and youdear children 
who are now about to be confirmed, may the praises 
we sing in this church for the benefit of redeeming 
love, be pledges and foretastes and earnests of 
those eternal Hosanmas to the Son of David, 
which we shall sing for ever to the glory of him 
who “hath loved us, and washed us from our sins 
in hisown blood.” “ Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, yea come buy wine and 
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milk without money and without price.” < 
drunkard, do you spend money at the alehouse 
for that which satisfieth not, by which your thirst is 
not quenched. Drunkard! “incline your ear and 
come unto me and I (says God by his minister,) 
will make an everlasting covenant with you, even 
the sure mercies of David.” My christian friends, 
look into the belief, which is a faithful transeript 
of the accounts given in the gospels, and behold 
your Saviour’s grace and condescension. Hesub- 
mitted to be born of the Virgin Mary. Callto mind 
the circumstances attending his birth, his humili- 
ation, his submission to his heavenly Father's will 
in a state of poverty, trial and temptation, his 
voluntary surrender of himself to a cruel shame- 
ful death, that your body and soul might be 
brought from death to life. Call to mind his 
triumphant resurrection, thereby sealing to us 
all the benefits of his death and passion,where- 
by alone we are made the members of Christ, 
children of God and inheritors of the king- 
dom of heayen. Do you still doubt? O fearful 
disciple! Behold the glorious ascension of 
Jesus to his Father's right hand. There he ever 
liveth to make intercession for you; and if 
you are weighed down with the burden of your 
sins, remember that he “maketh intercession for 
the transgressors.” Read the whole of the fifty- 
third chapter of Isaiah, with prayer. “From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead ;” but his coming will be to you, yea, to the 
weakest of his little flock, the consummation of 
bliss. If you “love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity,” though you may not enjoy the 

which of given to sone red iree i sal be a 
partaker of the abundant grace which shall be 
‘brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
Then he will come to destroy this world which 
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Satan has so much defiled, by fire, and he will by his 
own power, create new heavens and a new earth, 
a glorified world suited to be the abode of glorified 
bodies and glorified spirits. 'The wicked, with 
Satan and his angels,shall be cast out of this 
world, and none shall hurt nor destroy in all God's 
holy mountain. Rejoice then, sinner, if thou 
tremblest at the word of God. Shout for joy, all 
ye that are upright in heart, in whose spirit there 
isnodeceit, Light, happiness, joy, peace, eternal 
rest, are sown for you in the death of Christ. Look 
for these blessings to Jesus; these blessings are 
in him, and flow from him. The nearer you live 
to the fountain, the, purer will be your draughts of 
joy and peace, and the more unsullied your repose. 
Sinner, whose heart is set upon iniquity, in 
whose mind exist duplicity and cunning, whose 
heart is divided between God and the world, 
tremble, for the Lord cometh. ‘“ Behold he cometh 
with clouds, and every eye shall see him, and 
they also that pierced him, and all kindreds of 
the earth shall wail because of him.” Tremble, 
infatuated sinner, for though you may choose of 
your own boasted free will to laugh at the very 
idea of a Saviour’s coming to judgement, a day 
will shortly arrive when the wrath of God will 
“ burn like an oven, and all they that do wickedly 
Shall be as stubble.” ‘Turn ye, turn ye, why will 
die?” Why will you refuse to cast in your 
lot with those who have been so strangely re- 
‘ . The salvation of God's redeemed is 
entirely of free sovereign grace, “not of him that 
willeth nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
sheweth merey.” They were “ born not of flesh, 
nor of the will ofman, but of God.” But you, obsti- 
nate sinner, will perish deservedly, everlastingly, 
because you will not come to Christ that you may 
have life. You are determined to reject the sal- 
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yation of the gospel; it is too holy a salvation to: 
please veut capricious taste; therefore you say, 
“we will not have this man to reign over us.” 
You would have no objection to be saved if you 
could carry your lusts to heaven; but know, O 
vain man, that Christ ‘‘came to redeem us from all 
iniquity, and to purify us unto himself a peculiar 
people zealous of good works.” There is no lust, 
no impure affection in heaven. They whom you 
in your folly call sanctimonious, methodistical, 
quaint, precise, ‘righteous over much;” such per- 
sons as these, will, many of them, be found to have 
their names ‘written in the Lamb's book of life,” 
aud haying passed through much tribulation, and 
endured many a scoff and sneer of contempt, from 
such as thou art, shall be admitted into heaven 
to sit down at the marriage supper of the Lamb, 
But where shall the sinner appear,? Where, — 
where, O where, but in ‘outer darkness, where 
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth!” Whilst 
the sanctified and all sincere methodists shall sing 
the praises of God and the Lamb, thou wilt be 
“speechless,” or, as soon as thy shame will allow 
thee, wilt go quickly into hell to mutter curses on 
that God whose vengeance hath at last reached 
thee, and whose wrath thou wilt feel. There is but 
alittle space before the grave opens, before the Lord 
comes to judgment. Turn ye, turn ye, why will 
ye die, and lie down like rebels in the grave! 

The third portion of the creed is as follows: “I 
believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic. 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness _ 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.” From this last portion of the creed 
we learn to believe in God the Holy Ghost, who 
sanctifieth us and all the elect people of God. 
Redemption was fully completed by Christ, when 
he was “declared to be the Son of God with power 
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by the resurrection from the dead,” for God 
declared by that act that he accepted the atone- 
ment made by Christ for the sins of the whole 
world of those who should believe in him. There- 
fore God is just, and the justifier of all them who 
believe in Jesus. The sacrifice of Christ Jesus 
is sufficient to atone for the guilt of ten thousand 
worlds, therefore, though our guilt were ten thou- 
sand times greater than it is, (but I can scarcely 
see how it could be greater,) the blood of Christ 
could cleanse us. Yet such is the corruption of 
human nature, such the deadly ingratitude of the 
human heart, that none can, that none will come 
to Christ that they may have life, without holy 
influence ; and so Christ's death would have been 
of no effect unless the Holy Ghost had been given 
to. its benefits to the hearts of believers. 
This Holy Spirit convinceth us of sin: opens our 
understandings that we may understand the scrip- 
tures; leads to Jesus; sprinkles us with the 
blood of Jesus; makes us thereby members of 
Christ and of his holy catholic church, consisting 
of all faithful believers and of none else; gives us 
to enjoy the precious benefits of the communion 
of saints, thereby making us to feel a spiritual 
union and fellowship with every member of 
Christ's mystical body, or which is the same thing, 
the holy catholic church. The same Holy Spirit 
gives us to enjoy a sense or feeling of the 
forgiveness of sins, all which are earnests of the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. 
These blessings are all conveyed to the soul by 
the Spirit of Christ, by whom Christ is with his 
people to the end of the world. Christians, do 
“not grieve the Holy Spirit, by which you are 
sealed to the day of redemption.’ 

Christians, may the Lord enable you, as he has 
enabled me, to derive much comfort from a scrip- 
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tural view of the Holy Catholic Church ; which 
simply means the universal Church. And it is 
a delightful reflection to my mind that there is 
through the grace of Christ an inseparable union 
between myself and the weakest of Christ’s flock. 
1 rejoice to contemplate that union, and to antici- 
pate the day when all the members of Christ’s 
mystical body shall be as firmly united in perfect 
love, as all the members of a sound, healthy, 
human body are united to each other, - Itis, Christ- 
ians, a glorious privilege to be a member of Christ, 
a member of his holy catholic church. Im 

this privilege. Keep close to Jesus, who is the 
‘head of the body,” and seek a holy union with 
the people of Jesus; sympathize in their sorrows ; 
rejoice in their happiness and prosperity ; seek to 
do them all the good you can. Remember those 
especially who are of “the household of faith.” 
In proportion as you “ water others,” you will be 
watered yourself, and be enabled, when you unite 
in prayer with them, when you receive the sacra- 
ment with them, and when you do them good, to 
enjoy arich feast in your own soul, and that feast 
will consist in communion with Jesus, and in the 
communion of saints. That you may be led by 
the Spirit of God to realize something of this 
communion, is the reason why I prefer distributing 
the bread and wine to a whole company at the rails 
at once, repeating the same words once for all who 
are kneeling before me, in order that you may be 
reminded that you are partakers of ‘“ one bread,” 
and that you all drink onespiritual drink. I can 
searcely hope, even with the utmost stretch of 
charity, that all who receive the communion, are 
spiritual communicants, but still all the Lord’s 
people may by the Spirit realize this communion 
of saints, and O may it teach you to remember 
your obligation to loye one another, to obey that: 
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blessed new commandment of Jesus, who said, 
“A new commandment I give unto you, that as I 
have loved you, ye also love one another.” Dear 
ren, te ith in Christ work in your 
hearts by love, and in the exercise of pure christ- 
ian love, you will learn something of the nature 
of he and the bliss of glorified saints. My 
dear hren in the Lord, “he that dwelleth in 
love, eth in God, and God in him,” for “ God 
is loye,” and “he that loveth God, loveth also 
him that is begotten of him.” May the Lord teach 
you this holy principle. Encourage its growth in 
our breasts ; cherish all the motions of the Holy 
irit whose fruits are “love, joy, peace, long 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.” As you adyance in these graces, 
our faith will be strengthened and made perfect 
oe them, so that your path shall shine more and 
more unto the perfect day, and your evidences of 
piety will multiply, for “we know that we have 
from death unto life, if we love the bre- 
thren;” so will the Spirit witness with our spirit 
that we are the children of God, and that our sins 
are forgiven us. Our hope will be as an anchor 
of the soul, sure and stedfast, and entering 
“within the vail,” and will realize that everlasting 
life where faith shall be lost in sight and hope con- 
summated in enjoyment, but wherelove, pure holy 
love ever dwells, to fill, enrich, and glorify the 
saints of the living God. 

I have only a few words on the third thing 
promised by our godfathers and godmothers, and 
which we must promise in our own name.---“ And 
thirdly, that 1 should keep God's holy will and 
commandments, and walk in the same all the days 
of my life.” I have frequently told you, my 
brethren, that “faith without works is dead, being 
alone.” Faithis a principle which does not lie 
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idle and unproductive, but it works like leaven 
in the human soul, until the whole is leavened 
Faith is like a grain of small seed which iscast 
into the ground, and to all appearance dies, but 
in due time it brings forth fruit. A tree is known 
by its fruits; a Christian is known by his 
works; and however lowly in life a christian 
may be, he will - have his fruit unto holiness, and 
in the end eyerlasting life.” Works have nothing 
to do with the justification or salvation of believers, 
for both these are of mere grace, received and 
enjoyed through the channel of faith. But inas- 
much as the salvation of the gospel is a salvation 
from sin to holiness, a holy salvation, and asa 
sinner is redeemed from all iniquity, and ac- 
counted as just before God, that he may be 
conformed to the image of Christ in righteous- 
ness and true holiness, therefore works always 
invariably follow in the life of the saved or justified 
person. ‘The grace of God is the original or first 
moving cause of the sinner’s justification and 
salvation. The merit of Christ's obedience in 
life and death is the sole meritorious cause and 
ground of the sinner’s justification and salvation. 
Faith is the instrumental cause, or the 
means by which we enjoy in our souls the 
precious benefits of justification and salvation 
purchased by Christ Jesus. Still that faith 
whereby we take hold of Christ as our only 
Saviour, our only ground of hope, is an active, 
spray influential principle. Faith works in 
the soul, transforms us by the renewing of our 
minds, and as naturally produces holiness of heart 
and life, conformity to the will of God, and other 
graces and fruits well pleasing in God’s sight, as 
a good tree produces good fruit. “A good tree 
cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither cana corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit.” “Do men gather 
grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles?| Where- 
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fore by their fruits ye shall know them.” , 
Finally, my christian friends, and you children 
who are going to be confirmed, you are all called 
upon to consider the obligation of giving up your 
selves to God. I beseech you therefore, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present yourselves, your 
bodies and your spirits, a holy acceptable sacrifice 
to God, which is your reasonable service. There 
is no christianity without a holy life in all god- 
liness and honesty. My dear children, when you 
have been asked, ‘“‘ Dost thou not think that thou 
art bound to believe and to do as they have pro- 
mised for thee?” you have answered, ‘“ Yes, 
verily, and by God's help sol will. And I hearti- 
ly thank our heavenly Father that he hath called 
me to this state of salvation, through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. And I pray unto God to give me 
his grace that I may continue in the same unto 
my life’s end.” Children, see to it that you 
ponder this answer in your heart; and when you 
declare that you will, by God's help, do what 
your sureties promised for you, seek God's help 
in prayer. Do not mock him with words with- 
out meaning; pray to God to give you a new 
heart and a right spirit; for it is in your new 
heart, not in your natural heart, that you will re- 
nounce, believe, and do what you undertake. Sus- 
pect your own hearts, and depend only on the grace 
of God. May God bring you into this state of 
salvation. You are not in a state of salvation 
until you are made a member of Christ, a child of 
God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. 
‘*Seek the Lord while he may be found, call yeupon 
him whilst he is near.” You enter a state of salva- 
tion only by believing on Jesus; it is only when 
you come to Christ that the above privileges are 
confirmed to you. Depend not on water baptism. 
That is useless unless you receive the inward and 
spiritual grace. The best evidence of your possess- 
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ing that grace is conversion, or aturning of the heart 
to God. Do you wish to be in a state of salvation ? 
Obey Christ. ‘‘ Come unto me,” said he, “all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden.” Having come to 
him, abide in him; continue in his word; depend 
upon, lean upon him; and you shall derive grace 
out of his fulness to enable you to hold fast your 
profession without wavering ; to“ continue in the 
same to your life’s end.” 
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THE NIRST AND SECOND COMMANDMENTS, 


Preached at Eastington Church, Wednesday Evening, 
: August 13th 1834, 


Hes. VIII, 10. 


“TZ will put my laws into their mind, and write 
them in their hearts: and Iwill be to them a God, 
and they shall be to me a people.” 


Tue law of God requires perfection, demanding 
far more than such poor sinners as you and my- 
self can perform; and in conformity with this pure 
. and holy law our sureties have promised in our 
names far more than human nature can accomplish. 
Let us now more particularly examine the third 
thing promised and vowed by our sureties, namely 
“ that {should keep God’s holy will and command- 
ments and walk in the same all the days of ‘my 
life.’ . This holy will and these holy command- 
ments are contained in the moral law or ten 
commandments, and if we examine them in their 
height and depth, and length and breadth, we 
may well shrink from them: but what we have 
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no power to perform, Jesus Christ perfectly ful- 
filled. When we look to Jesus, we see in him 
a faithful transcript of the moral law, and, blessed 
be the holy name of God, the very end of our re- 
demption is perfect holiness: we are “ predesti- 
nated to be conformed to the image of the Son of 
God.” Thrice blessed be his holy name, that 
through “the love of God shed abroad in our 
hearts,” we shall be enabled te give glory to God. 

- My dear brethren, however difficult the command- 
ments of God are to corrupt lethargic nature, grace 
teaches us that “his commandment are not griey- 
ous.” Now the world may say, the yoke of 
Christ is heavy, but some of us, 1 hope, can reply, 
the service of Christ is perfect freedom. Thy 
yoke, dear Saviour, is easy, thy burden light. 
May the strictness of the moral law, the spirit- 
uality of its demands, the excellence of its nature, 
convince thee, sinner, of thy sins of omission and 
commission! _May the point of the law prick thy 
conscience and be thy schoolmaster to bring thee 
to Christ, that thou mayest be justified by faith 
in him who alone fulfilled the law; and whilst the 
Spirit of God hunbles thee, believer, for thy short- 
comings and wanderings and sins, may he comfort 
thee by his teaching, and establish thy soul by 
his grace, that thou mayest love and delight in the 
law of God, and count it thy privilege to seek a dai- 
Vv conformity to it, looking to Jesus the author and 
the finisher of thy faith. 

Dear brethren, and children who are candidates 
for confirmation, if you sincerely pray to God to 
write his law in your hearts, he will write it there; 
and free grace will give you inward conformity to 
the law: and when you find that you “delight in 
the law of God afier the inward man,” you will 
have evidence in your souls that you have been 
brought out of the Londage of corruption into the 
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gee liberty of the sons of God. God calls 
is people Israel out of Egypt, and constrains 
them by his grace to obedience. But you Chris- 
tians are called with a higher and a holier calling; 
O then live upon the grace of Christ, thrive in 
and by his grace, which is perfect in itself, and 
shall increase and multiply in your soul, if only 
you earnestly seek it. 

What a gracious and condescending preface does 
the Lord place before his commandments, “I am 
the Lord thy God.” This is love in itself, and God 
who is love, speaks here to all his spiritual Israel, 
consisting of those who believe in Jesus, and thus 
follow the steps of their father Abraham. “Iam 
the Lord thy God:” let that declaration engage 
our affections on the side of holiness and righte- 
ousness. O may the Lord “incline our hearts to 
his testimonies, and not to covetousness.” 

The first commandment is, ‘Thou shalt 
have none other gods but me.” The duty 
we learn from this law is to believe in God, to fear 
him, and to love him with all our heart, with all 
our mind, with all our soul, and with all our 

h. This Adam did in paradise before the 
subtle enemy of God and man withdrew him from 
his allegiance ; when Adam fell by transgression, 
he exchanged happiness for misery, and entailed 
misery on all his posterity. We are all born into 
the world unclean ; and an unclean heart cannot 
enjoy happiness You believers remember the 
time when yonr hearts were alienated from the life 
of God, through the ignorance that was in you; 
and eyen now you often feel the body of sin and 
death weighing down your affections, and pressing 
them down to the earth. You would give any 
thing, you would make any sacrifice, to be able to 
love the Lord your God better, to serve him with 
a pure heart, and to walk in his commandments 
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with a purer and more devoted love. If the feeling 
of your weakness and insufficiency humbles you 
and drives you in the spirit of the poor publican 
to the throne of grace, with the prayer, ‘God be 
merciful to mea sinner,” be thank for the small- 
est measure of grace: praise God for his merey in 
not leaving you Beutel in the chain of your sins, 
Dear brethren, your ‘theaviness through manifold 
temptations,” the uneasiness which fills your mind 
on account ofthe suggestions of Satan, is an evi- 
dence that the love of God is begun in your soul; for, 
if you had been destitute of the love of Ged altoge- 
ther, Satan would have lulled you to sleep; or, 
would have let you alone. Whenever Satan thinks: 
it worth his while to vex, harrass, and oppose, 
there is some reason to hope that a work of grace 
is begun. He finds something in the human soul 
to resist him, and his enmity is roused ; but when 
there is no opposition from God, he has it all his 
own way, and bears all before him, 

You are daily and hourly tempted to fix your 
happiness and settle your affections on more gods 
than one, to lovethe creature more than the Creator; 
but the light which God has put into your mind 
is like the morning light, “which shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day.’” If God has given you 
asmall measure of real grace, whereby you love 
him, and find a savour in his holy name; that is 
in itself the seed of perfect freedom. It is indeed 

erfeet freedom to love God ; to love him for what 
He is in himself, for what he has done for us, and 
for what he is working in us. Yes, Christians, it 
is an invaluable privilege to love God, when we 
know that the same God is our Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier as well as our Creator, If you and I 
Jove him in sincerity, we shall one day love him 
perfectly, Wherever the work of grace is genuine, 
vhat grace will unfold itself, and will fill the whole 
soul with perfect love te God Yes, Christians, 
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the déeper your experience, the more you will 
long for a conformity to this tuw, “Thou shait love 
the Lord thy God with ail thy Leart, with ail thy 
soul, and with all thy streueth.” Grace delivers 
you from condemnation. “ ‘Phere bs no Couceiina- 
tion to them which are in Christ Jesus.” The law 
need not scare or frighten you, liitie theek ; it has 
nd unkindly aspect towards you. Tf you hureer 
and thirst after righteousness,” you long after con 
formity to this law, “ Thou shalt have none other 

s but me.” The justitied sinner has “respect 
to all God's commandments,” aud the more cer- 
tain a saved penitent is of salvation, the more 
earnest is he in his desires and eims to “ walk 
worthy of God who hath called bim to his kinecem 
and glory.” You can say, but the wicked cannot; 
‘‘ Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts 
to keep thy law.” 

It is utterly impossible to love God too much. 
How lovely he is in himself; how infinitely 
glorious in his perfections; what a beauty 
of holiness there is in him! Again, what love 
there is in our redemption; what noble grace in 
the gift of his only begotten Son! Just for a 
moment suppose such a thing as that a man in 
power sould give up his own child to be stung to 
death by serpents, because he knew that many 
would be saved by sucking his life's blood, though 
he knew that nothing could restore that child to 
life but his personal interference. Such conduct 
would bear some faint resemblance to that of our 
heavenly Father. We are serpents, sin is the 
mortal sting with which we sting ourselves and 
others ; we even fling back the mercies cf God in 
his face, preferring to perish, rather than accept 
of them. But God, who forcsaw our inevra iiude, 
was urged by his own love and unbounded good- 
ness to send his Son amonest us ; who subiuitted to 

G 


Pr 


»§ SERMON IV. 


be stung to death, and was raised by the Almich- 
ty power of God ; and all this was that we deriving 
life from his blood, might live and be restored to 
afar higher happiness than that from which we 
fell. O may God burst the bands of sin asunder, 
cleave our hard heart, tear out all vile and odious 
affections, that the love of God may fill our souls 
with love to himself, his Son, his Spirit, his law, 
and his people! ** Come magnify the Lord with me, 
and let us exalt his name together!” “Cana 
woman forget ber sacking child?” I read yester- 
day a remarkable illustration of this text ; the in- 
cident occurred in Newfoundland. A mother, 
who was a Roman Catholic, being confined, and 
her infant sickly, the father, a protestant, sent 
for the minister to baptize his child, contrary to 
the wish of the mother, who was anxious that a 
priest of her own persuasion should perform the 
rite. The protestant minister came and baptized 
the child; but when the unconcious babe was re- 
turned to its mother, she immediately refused to 
nurse it, casting it belind her back, where it 
moaned away its wretched life, and thenext morn- 
ina died. This woman, dear brethren, cast her 
cuild behind her back, but will the Lord forget 
you? No, for he hath cast your sins behind his 
back, and sooner would Jehovah abdicate his 
throne than disown one of those httle ones which 
believe in his Son. God has cast your sins be 
hind his back, and he will cast all your fature 
sins and perplexities and fears behind him ; he 
has loved you with an everlasting love, he has g1- 
ven you the fear and love of his holy name, and, 
in those graces, an earnest of a complete redemp- 
tion. “He will bruise Satan under your feet 
shortly,” Let this love which passeth knowledge, 
Iet this love which surpasseth the comprehension 
of angels, melt thy stubborn heart, believer, and 
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mayest thou be constrained by love to say,“ Lord, I 
am thine, save me, for I have sought thy precepts. 
Lord, thou hast. promised never (to forget me ; give 
me thy grace, incline my heart to keep thy law ; 
wean me from myself, the world and my corrup- 
tions, that I may have no other gods but thee.” 

The next three commandments are but more 
particular unfoldings of this first and great com- 
inandment, for in proportion as we grow in confor- 
mity to this first, we increase in likeness to all the 
rest. The bane of our peace, the universal loose- 
ness of practice, the want of christian love, the le- 
thargy and supineness which prevail in the chris- 
tian world, all arise from Christians allowine 
themselves more gocs than one Lord have mercy 
upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
Sinners, impenitent sinners, your state is awful; 
if your pride incline you to make a god of self, if 
a spirit of covetousness incline you to make a 
god of money, if sensuality incline you to make 
a god of your belly; whatsoever it may be that 
you esteem, love, and prefer to your Creator, that 
is the god of your heart, and you incur the righte- 
ous displeasure of Him who said, “Thou shalt 
have none other gods but me.” 

The second command runsthus: “ Thou shalt 
not make to thyself any graven image, nor the 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth : thou shalt not bow thyself down 
to them nor worship them, for I, the Lord thy Go:! 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me, and shewing. 
mercy unto thousands of them that love ime and 
keep my commandments.” [From this sacred 
commandment we learn the spiritual and holy 
nature of the worship we are required te pay to 
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God, and how hateful and detestful to him is out- 
ward pomp and show, so frequently substituted 
by the idolatrous church at Rome, for the ser- 
vice of the heart. We also learn from this law how 
ablerrent to God is all formal lip service, when 
the heart is unengaged ; all mock professions with 
the lips, while the heart is far from him, going 
after other gods. God isa jealous God, and will 
not be mocked. He flings the services of the pha- 
risuical professor back in his face, and says, 
“Bring no more vain objations: my house isa house 
of prayer, bat ye have made it a den of thieves,” 
or rather.a nest of serpents ; for such is the poiso- 
nous nature of the thoughts of the wicked. ToGod’s 
people this law is a rule for their worship, and 
when God creates a new heart in the sinner he 
writes this law in his mind. The penitent sees 
something of the nature of spiritual worship, & how 
worthy Jehovah is to be praised. He looks upon 
all his past forms and ceremonies as a mere mock- 
ery, and now bows before God with awe, rever- 
ence, and filial love in his soul. He sees the 
spirituality of the divine majesty, conceiving God 
to be a pure and holy being, without bodv, parts, 
or passions, and as such he adores him from the 
very bottom of his soul, in spirit and in truth. 

It is very desirable and profitable, my friends, 
to think and meditate much upon the omnipre- 
sence of God. Read frequently the 159th Psalm, 
If we reflected more how God searches and knows 
us, knows our downsitting and uprising, under- 
stands our thoughts afar off, compasses our path 
and lyiny dewn, and is acquainted with all our 
ways, that there is not a word in our tongue but 
he, Jehovah, the Lord, knows it altogether ; this 
recollection of God would have a sacred influence 
on our conduct, and even on our thoughts. The 
remembrance of God’s name, of his purity and 
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holiness, his abhorrence of iniquity, and even the 
appearance of evil, would act as a check on vain 
thoughts; we should be enabled to say through 
grace, “I hate vain thoughts, but thy Iaw do I 
love.” Children, cherish this reverence for the 
Lord’s presence. The Lord’s spirit is present in 
every part of the world, and yet the profane and 
ungodly know it not. But though he is present 
to blast the wicked with the breath of his wrath, 
he is present to bless and sanctify his people. 
Regard with holy love and reverence, the Holy 
Ghost, who knows all your thoughts, and waits 
to purify and. cleanse your hearts from all evil 
and impure affections. 

A few words toall who fear God. You perhaps 
suffer much uneasiness from wandering thoughts 
in prayer; you desire to pray but cannot; you 
love prayer, but Satan like a robber, steals upon 
your thoughts and draws them.to the world. He 
tempts you to wander to and fro, throughont the 
earth, whilst your person is prostrate before God. 
The best of God’s people have suffered very much 
from this temptation. Their minds are vexed, 
their souls are weighed down, they are in heavi- 
ness. through manifold temptations. My dear 
brethren and sisters in the Lord, be not cast down, 
there is hope for you. If you were easy and sa- 
tisfied with the presence of wandering thoughts, I 
should give you little encouragement. But why 
is it that when you feel the influence of such vain 
thoughts, you hate them, and cannot endure them, 
and perhaps. hate yourself on account of them? 
Why? It is the influence of grace, it is the love of 
those duties which you find it dfficult to per- 
form. Thus when the enemy comes in Hke 2 
flood, bearing down your affections and fixing 
them upon the earth; the Lord lifts up a standard 
against him in your heart. ‘“ Blessed isthe man 
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Jesus, live upon him. and he will put his hand 
upon your corruptions, and say, “‘ Peace, be still.” 
There will be a holy calm upon your soul. You 
will enjoy through the blood of Jesus, ‘‘the peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding.” But 
the moment you look from Christ to the world, or 
brood over your faults, you conjure up a thousand 
phantoms to drive you to despair, and it may 
pease the Lord to take his hand away, and with- 
old- the manifestation of his presence, until he 
has shown you what you are in yourselves, how 
poor, how wretched, miserable, blind and naked ; 
ut when we are brought to our senses and say, 
‘““my wounds stink and are corrupt, through my 
foolishness,” the Lord comes again to us, and 
draws us to rely upon him more firmly, and to 
tread the world more softly, knowing how easily 
we are drawn aside. It is by cleaving fully to 
the Lord, by cherishing in our breasts a more 
entire dependence upon our heavenly Father 
for his gifts of providence and grace, that we are 
enabled to worship him as we ought, and to prove 
our profession by keeping his commandments. 
The law was given by Moses from God, to pre- 
pare us for the grace and truth which came by 
Jesus Christ, in whom all the promises of the Gos- 
pel are ‘‘yea and amen.” With regard to salvation 
you have nothing to expect from the law. Salva- 
tion 1s by grace entirely, through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Whilst you live, you can never perfectly 
obey the law, and the deeper your experience, 
the more you will feel convinced of your utter 
vileness. When you compare your hearts and lives 
with sucha holy and spiritual standard, instead of 
saying with the covetous youth, What lack I yet ? 
you will rather exclaim, “ Wo is me! for Lam a 
man of unclean lips.” [ffora moment you are 
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ready to boast of outwatd obedience, inward de- 
pravity and heart sins will check the presump- 
tuous thought, and will humble you. | 
. Still, though surrounded by temptations and 
clouded by indwelling sin, God has fulfilled his 
promise to his people, “I will put my laws into 
their minds, and write them in their hearts ; and 
I will be to them a God, and they shall be to 
a people.” And if God has written in the fleshly 
tables of our hearts his holy law, if he has iin- 
pressed on our souls his holy image, this work of 
God can never be blotted out. Satan, the world, 
and indwelling sin, will continually seek to erase 
it, fo cloud it, to besmear it with dirt; but their 
efforts are unavailing It may be often buried 
in the dust of our corruptions, but “whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth.” He pours water on his 
own work, and the image of God shines brightly. 
The Christian lets his light shine before men, and 
they see his good works and glorify his hea- 
venly Father, who marked him for his own, and 
stamped him with the divine image. The grace 
of God, which is the source in man of the itnage 
of God, is like a tender, delicate plant, in a 
strange, unkindly soil; but all the trees of the 
Lord’s planting shall grow, and none can root 
them up. The wicked shall be piucked up by 
the roots, but the godly are planted by rivers of 
water, and the Lord is a wall uniothem on the 
right hand and on the left. If so, this wall, 
this bulwark, must be scaled before any injury can 
befall them. Is any stronger than the Lord? 
Can any circuinvent his designs? Can auy cre- 
ated being counteract the plans of Jehovah? No! 
and if in his providence he permits sinners to 
contend with him, it is that he may cast them 
down for ever. 
H 
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Finally, Believers in Jesus, you are saved by 
sovereign mercy and love; be encouraged to seek | 
a daily conformity to the divine law. Sin will 
tell you that such conformity is impossible, 
Grace will tell you that all things are possible 
with God. If you are sincere in seeking the 
Lord, and possess any measure of conformity to 
his will, you have a pledge of a more entire con- 
formity in heaven. ‘There you will behold God 
as he 1s, a reconciled Father, without a cloud: 
and the Spirit dwelling eternally in every power 
and faculty of your renewed souls and _ bodies, 
you will exnit in the enjoyment of the most 
entire conformity to all God’s commandments. 
To this end were yon born, to this end were you 
redeemed and sanctified, that you should be en- 
tirely holy, pure, and unblameable before him in 
ove. 
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THE THIRD AND FOURTH COMMANDMENTS. 


Preached at Eastington Church, Sunday Morning, 
August 17th 1834. 


Marr. V. 33—-37. 


“ Again ye have heard that tt hath been said by 
them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but 
shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: but I say 
unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven, for tt 
ts God's throne ; nor by the earth, for tt rs his foot- 
stool: neither by Jerusalem, for tt ws the city of the 
great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, 
because thou canst not make one hair while or black. 
But let your communication be yea, yea; nay, nay ; 
for whatsoever ts more than these cometh of evil.” : 


Here we have a truly spiritual explanation of 
the third commandment, from the lips of our 
blessed Lord himself, in his sermon on the 
mount; and happy would professors be, if they 
through the Spirit giving life to their souls, made 
it the rule of their daily conduct and conversation. 
The commandment which the text explains as to 
its spiritual meaning, is as follows: ‘Thou shalt 
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not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain, 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that ta- 
keth his name in vain.” May the Lord bless the 
word to each of our souls ! 

In this precept we are commanded to honour 
God's holy name and his word, to speak of him 
with reyerence and fear, to pray unto him in all 
humility, and to praise him with decency and 
devotion. Your own consciences must tell you 
how awfully and universally this command is 
broken. They who enter into the world, and are 
engaged in the public business of life, are daily 
witnesses of many instances of blasphemy, per- 
jery, profane cursing and swearing, indecent 
expressions, and irreverent speeches. Worldly 
men, sinners, look, I beseech you, at this holy 
law as proceeding from the pure mouth of him 
whose name is holy, who cannot look upon 
iniquity, and who will by no means hold those 
guiltless who take his name in vain, We violate 
this precept whenever we make mention of his 
name with polluted lips; whenever we speak 
without becoming fear and veneration ; whenever 
we mention his name in our conversation, unless 
that mention of him be made with serious intent, 
and with the desire of promoting his glory; 
whenever we take his name in our mouths, upon 
zeny sudden surprise, or upon any trifling occa- 
sion, or ciated upon any occasion except a 
regard to his honour requires it of us; in allthe 
above cases we rebel and are an abomination 
unte the Lord. Again, we transgress this com- 
mand whenever we worship God improperly 
even in our religious exercises, in our devotional 
cuties; we take the name of God in vain, when- 
ever that name is upon our tongues and not in 
our hearts ; in our public worship we profane his 
name when we ees to call upon the Lord to_ 
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have merey upon us, to give his Spirit to renew 
and. ify us, while at the same time we do 
not so much as care, whether he hear us or not ; 
manifesting this carelessness by looking about 
us, and bpiteihg intent upon other objects, at the 
very time when with our tongues we are implor- 
ing pardon and forgiveness from God for his dear 
Son Jesus Christ’s sake: whenever we so act, 
we are guilty of profaning that “glorious and fear- 
ful name, the Lord our God.” 
_ These are some of the breaches of this com- 
mand ; but in order to see into its beauty, excel- 
lency, spirituality, and perfection, we need only 
examine our Lord’s exposition of it in the text, 
and we must see how well calculated its spiritual 
observance in the heart is to promote our best 
interest, our real happiness and comfort ; at the 
same time we shall see, by the light of the third 
commandment, how far we have all come short of 
it. We can do nothing, if we are disposed to 
acknowledge the truth, but confess our guilt and 
shame at the bar of divine justice. We have all 
ievously sinned and come short of the glory of 
: and unless you repent of your sins, and 
turn your hearts to the Lord, and fiee for refuge to 
his mercy in Jesus, this pure commandment will 
hurl you into the place of torment, where this 
truth of God will be made evident, ‘There is 
no peace to the wicked.” You who fear God, 
and can say by grace that holy and reverend is 
his name, vill be enabled to tell the ungodly 
what a fearful thing it is to profane his hol 
name. You can tell them that they are so blinds 
ed by sin, by their own sin, that they know not 
what they do. I exhort every godly parent, 
and every teacher in schools who fears God, 
frequently and clearly to point out to the chil- 
dren entrusted to their charge, the awful penal- 
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ty annexed to the breach of this commandment: 
“The Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
who taketh his name in vain.” And may God 
incline your hearts by his grace, my dear chil- 
dren, to remember the name of the Lord your 
God! Whenever you hear the wicked blaspheme, 
or speak the name of God in a trifling way, or 
upon a trifling occasion, remember that God 
does not hold them guiltless. May he fill your 
heart with his holy Spirit, that you may not fear 
man, but fear that great and holy Being who is 
able to cast both soul and body into hell! When- 
ever you use the name of God. lightly, you trifle 
with your immortal souls ; you are in danger of 
hell fire. I affectionately exhort every child who 
desires to be confirmed, to consider the nature of 
his vows. Are you sincere in determining by 
God's gracious help, to devote yourself to God’s 
blessed service? Are you inclined to take your 
vows upon you by the grace of God? In the 
law quoted by our Saviour, it was said, ‘‘ Thou 
shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto 
the Lord thine oaths.” When you kneel before 
the Bishop, you make a solemn dedication of 
yourself to God ; if you are inclined to this duty 

y God's grace, his blessing will rest upon you ; 
and it will be your privilege, as a partaker of the 
grace of God, to receive out of his fulness 
strength to perform all those vows which you 
made in sincerity, and according to the will of 
God. But if you are insincere and full of guile, 
if you love wickedness in your heart, whilst you 
outwardly profess to follow after holiness, you 
may expect a curse instead of a blessing. 

The most essential part of vital religion is sin- 
cerity. Remember God sees you. He loves 
to receive the vows of those who fear his name, 
and tremble at his word; but he will spurn the 
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offering of a divided heart. Let your prayer 
then, my children, ascend to God from your 
holy 8 he Goer ae adh to give ide his 
irit 5 at he would put within you 

his holy fe feat, that you may not depart from re 
that he may give you the love of hia holy name, 
that love may constrain you to keep his com- 
mandments. “I pray to God that his grace may 
so work at this season in your souls, that you 
look back with delight to this period of your 
espousals to Christ as a time of refreshment to 
your souls; when Jesus Christ manifested him- 
self to you as he does not unto the world. Re- 
member that you cannot devote yourself to the 
Lord without his special grace putting into your 
heart good desires, and that you are only entitled 
to that grace by God’s free mercy in Jesus Christ ; 
and the same grace will enable you to bring yonr 
desires to good effect. O then seek his grace 
with your whole heart, as those who know how 
weak and unprofitable they are in themselves. 
If when you ask in prayer for any spiritual bless- 
ing, yon believe and) trust in Christ as the only 
wink to the Father’s presence, you shall receive, 

your joy shall be full. 

Believers in Jesus, there is no condemnation 
for you from this law. Out of Christ men can 
only look for wrath and fiery indignation, because 
of their numberless transgressions of this holy 
commandment: and in truth, the Lord will not 
hold them guiltless ; but to you it is alaw of love, 
and a rule of life. You are delivered from bond- 
age to the law, that you may “have your fruit 
unto holiness,” and in the end everlasting: life ; 
which is given you not to reward your holiness, 
or to pay for your obedience: everlasting life is 
given to those, who, by grace are made holy and 
obedient, to reward the merits of Christ. Christ 
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bought the reward: he laid down a price for it. 
The whole reward of grace and glory belongs to 
Jesus alone ; and what he paid for and purchased 
by his blood, is freely given by sovereign grace 
to the faithful and obedient, for Jesus’ sake. We 
have no claim; we can make no claim. The 
holiest life, and the most unreserved dedication 
to God would never merit God's favour. One 
sin taints the whole ; one sin, even in thought, 
makes us sinners, and, as such, we must owe our 
redemption to God's love in providing a remedy.) 
The boty angels who never sinned, never 
dream of deserving or meriting; they veil their 
faces, and cast their crowns before the throne; 
and what can sinners such as we do, but ery out 
with Job, “ Behold we are vile!’ We must be 
content to be indebted to love and grace for all 
we receive. Provd worms must and shall be 
humbled. We must throw away as filthy rags) 
all our pride, self-importance, and vain conceit, 
before we can enter heaven. The only place to 
which a sinner can take his pride is hell : there 
he may embrace it, and hug it, whilst he suffers 
according to the will of God. ony 
Believers, let me affectionately exhort you to 
let your communication be, yea, yea, nay, nay ; 
for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 
‘Whenever you approach the table of the Lord, 
remember to hallow the name of God ; seek the 
grace of God by earnest prayer. Remember that 
God is mocked when you approach the sacred 
elements in a light, trifling, carnal, worldly 
minded spirit. O leave it to the wicked to dis- 
honour the Lord by an unbecoming approach; 
whilst they eat to their aggravated condemnation, * 
do you come and bring your heart near, that he 
may sanctify and strengthen it by his presence 
as a reconciled Father in Christ Jesus. : 
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Closely connected with this commandment is 
the fourth, which teaches us to kcep one day in 
seven holy, in obedience to the command of 
Jehovah, who rested from all his works on the 
seventh day. The commandment is as follows: 
‘“‘ Remember that thou keep holy the sabbath-day. 
Six days shalt thou labour and do all that thon 
hast to do: but the seventh day is the sabbath 
of the Lord thy God. In it thou shalt do no 
manner of work, thou, and thy son, and thy 
daughter, thy man servant, and thy maid servant, 
thy cattle, and the stranger that is within thy 
gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord 
blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it.” In 
this precept we are enjoined to set apart one day, 
at least; for the honour of God and the concerns 
of our souls; to lay aside all worldly considera- 
tions, and devote the whole season to God's ser- 
yice. We are hereby enjoined to cease from 
wofldly labour and to give rest to all about us, that 
they may have an opportunity of attending on 
the things of God without distraction. We are to 
employ ourselves in his service in public and in 
private, in his church and in our families, and in 
short to pay the greatest regard to the day, as being 
emphatically styled the Lord’s day. Sius azaint 
thiscommandment are, neglect of the sabbath by 
attention to our worldly ciilings; omitting the 
duties of the day; absenting ourselves from 
God’s worship; spending the day in idie recrea- 
tions and amusements, in impertincat visits, aud 
in any other manner, except it be either in tie 
service of God, or in such actions as tend to pro- 
mote the good of mankind, such as the care of 
children, visiting the sick, relieving the distress- 
sed, and comforting the afflicted. We transgress _ 
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this precept whenever we behave irreverently in 
God's worship : for we may profane the sabbath 
even in our public duties of religion, by not at- 
tending on them with that seriousness and 
attention, that devotion and fervour, which their 
importance demands. In this, and many other 
ways, we may and we do profane the sabbath, 
and consequently break this commandment. 

T shall conclude my discourse with an appeal to 
the conscience of the self-righteous formalist, 
showing him how he desecrates the sabbath ; and 
with a word of encouragement to those who love 
the Lord’s day. There are many who pay out- 
ward respect to the observance of the sabbath, 
who have no idea of what is meant by the thing 
signified, internal rest of the soul on that day, 
There are many, and I am afraid many in this 
church, whose religion may be compared to a_ 
cloak or robe, put on to adorn the person one 
day in the week, but carefully laid by when the 
sabbath is over, till the following sunday. This 
kind of religion is of no avail in the eyes of Him 
who searcheth the heart and trieth the reins. 
If you think you can mock him with such partial 
religion, you greatly mistake, and foolishly think 
to reduce God to a level with your own under- 
standings. How can you reasonably suppose 
that God will be ready to accept such partial ser- 
vices, such a complete patchwork of obedience. 
You may deceive me, pharisaical worshippers, 
but you cannot deceive God: he looks within 
and searches deep into thestate of the mind, into the 
conscience. He looks to see what the heart says. 
Now to bring you to the point. If in church you 
repeat with your lips the confession of sin, which 
is an acknowledgment of your utter vileness 
corruption, and your words do not conyey to God 
the expression of your hearts, “you mock him 
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with a solemn sound upon a thoughtless tongue,” 
you profane his sabbaths. Again, you pro- 
fess to thank Seon for his Revie of pseesi, 
providence, and redemption ; and you pray that 
your hearts may be unfeignedly ¢ ank * and 
that you may “shew forth his praises not only 
with your lips but in your lives, by giving up 
ourselves to his service, and walking before him 
holiness and righteousness all the days of your 
lives.” Now, if while you make this pompous 
rofession with your lips, there is not a sincere 
ees to live entirely to God in your lite 
Eepeetans the week, you profane the sabbath, 

id unless you repent and believe the gospel, your 
attendance on the outward services will only 
increase your condemnation. 

I have frequently heard professors say that 
they cannot come to the Lord’s table, because 
they are unprepared, and it is improper to at- 
tend so holy an ordinance in an unbecoming 
frame ; but these same persons never consider 
how frequently they come to the house of prayer, 
and bow down before God’s footstool in an un- 
prepared state. Whilst the heart is going after 
covyetousness and is set upon idols, they kneel 
before God and utter a solemn confession of sin, 
pray for God's mercy, and profess to devote 
themselyes to his service. It is true that the sa- 
crament of the Lord’s supper is a holy ordinance, 
and that the Lord is present there to bless his 

eople who trust in him ; but the house of prayer 
is equally a holy house. The glory of the Lord 
fills the whole temple, though that glory is like 
the Divine Majesty, invisible to mortal eyes; 
and wherever two or three aré gathered together 
in Christ’s name, there Jesus is in the midst of 
them, to bless them, as muchas in the sacrament. 
If you are unfit to receive the sacrament 
you are unfit to worship God at all. The same 
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of tliem that fear him, and put their trust in his 
»y: he fills their souls as it were with mar- 
row and fatness; he enlarges the desires of the 
hearts of his people, and fulfils them. 
' The sabbath is intended as a comfort to the 
and heavy laden, a resting place for the 
ry pi a sign, a pledge, a token, of that 
eternal rest which remains for the people of God. 
any a saint has obtained a glimpse of glory on 
this holy day, as he pursued the road to the hea- 
yenly Jerusalem. Believers in Jesus, it is your 
privilege to keep the sabbath-day holy. Be much 
in prayer on this any ; be much in mental prayer ; 
in prayer. Pour out your hearts before 
the! . Delight yourselves in the Lord, and 
he will give you your heart’s desire. Be not 
content unless you enjoy the presence of Jesus in 
your soul on this day. Wait upon the Lord in 
patient, persevering prayer. The joys of heaven 
p> Seo ane ; by those who rege of 
ir spiritual privileges as citizens of the new 
Sarisehetn reliich is from above. Give the Lord 
no rest until by persevering prayer you obtain 
rest and peace to your souls; then will youcount 
the sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord and 
honourable ; and you shall honour him not doing 
your own pleasure, nor speaking your own words, 
nor walking in your own ways, on his holy day. 
Dear brethren in the Lord, as the weary pilgrim 
during a long journey over the deserts of Arabia 
or Africa, scorched by the sun, and parched with 
thirst, delights to finda spring of clear water, and 
a little herbage, with the shade of a few trees, so 
should the sf Sahee traveller, winding his weary 
way along the burning sands of the sultry desert 
of this world, rejoice on every sabbath, when he 
may lay aside his burdens, relieve his mind of the 
cares of this life, without distraction call 
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upon the name of his God, and ery out with 
David, “As the hart panteth after the water 
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O Lord.” 
It is your privilege, it is mine, to sit down by the 
well of the water of life, and partake of it freely, 
taking copious draughts. It is written that the 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness shall 
be filled ; and we must take shame to ourselves 
that we have so often neglected God’s sabbaths, 
have been so heartless in prayer, and so fruitless 
under the preaching of his most holy word. 

Lastly afew words to you who are blessed with 
the advantages of learning to read God’s hol 
word on his holy day. My dear children, it is 
love to your souls which constrains your teachers 
to instruct you. They had pity upon you when 
they saw you wandering out of the way ; and the 
same love constrains them to teach you out of that 
blessed book which contains the words of eternal 
life. And to whom would you go, little children, 
but to Jesus? He can make you happy by his 
grace in this life, and by crowning his grace with 
glory, in the world to come. He will wash your 
sins in his own blood, and deliver you from the 
bondage of those corruptions which make you 
miserable. You will not find happiness by _lis- 
tening to ungodly companions, or by associating 
with them. They will teach you to sin against 
God, to dislike every thing that is pure and holy. 
My little children, neglect not secret prayer. 
Pray to God to teach you the way he would haye 
32 to walk in, to fill your heart with the fear and 
love of his holy name, that you may dread to take 
his name in vain, and may reverence his sabbaths, 
and love your schools, where you are brie to 
value his word. And if you, dear dren, 
turn away your feet from the sabbath, from doin; 
your pleasure in it, you also will find the sabbat 
to be a delight, the best day of all the seven. 
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THE SIX LAST COMMANDMENTS. 


Preached at Eastington Church, Sunday Afternoon, 
August 17th 1834. 


Titus, IT. 11--end. 


‘“‘ For the grace of God that bringcth salvation 
hath appeared to all men; teaching us_ that de- 
nying ungodliness aad worldly lusts, we should dive 
soberly, reghteously, and godly, in this present world ; 
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculrar people, zealous of good works. These things 
speak, and exhort, and rebuke, with all authority. 
Let no man despise thee.” 


In these words we have the source of our re- 
demption, the grace of God; its appearance to 
men, in the person of Jesus Christ; the end of 
our redemption, viz. that denying ungedliness 
and worldly lusts, we might live soberly, righte- 
ously, and godly ; and the great animating motive 
to believers to a holy and useful life, viz. the glo- 
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rious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. The object of our redemption from 
all iniquity, viz. that we might be purified by 
Christ unto himself, a peculiar people, zealous of 
works, is so clearly stated, that there can 

no mistake with regard to the persons redeem- 
ed. “The Lord knoweth them that are his,” and 
“let him that nameth the name of Christ, depart 
from iniquity.” Those only who depart from in- 
iquity have evidence that they are redeemed. 
— redeemed sinner is made holy by the 

irit. 

The doctrine of universal or general redemp- 
tion, as I hold it, is simply as follows: The 
price paid by Jesus Christ when he died upon 
the cross, is of such infinite value that it is quite 
sufficient to redeem the whole world, if men came 
to Christ to be redeemed ; but those only are ac- 
tually redeemed who do come to him, and all who 
‘really come to him depart from all iniquity. 
The wicked and the udgodly have no interest 
whatever in the redemption effected by Christ, 
until they repent and believe the gospel. A re- 
deemed sinner is a saved sinner, a justified, par- 
doned, accepted, sanctified sinner ; and will here- 
after be a glorified sinner. Those who reject the 
gospel, ag die in a state of unbelief, never were 
redeemed. The benefits of Christ's redemption 
are freely offered to all the world on condition 
that they believe, but they are brought home 
effectually and savingly to the hearts of all God's 
elect ; aio were chosen by the grace of God 
before the foundation of the world. , 

In my last two discourres I endeavoured prac- 
tically to apply to your consciences the first four 
commandments, whence all the redeemed learn 
their duty towards God; which is to believe in 
him, to fear him, aud to love him with-all our 
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strength: to worship him, to give him thanks, to 
put our whole trust in him, to call upon him, to ho- 
Pec t a teaeeyibenge his word, and to serve 

m days of our life; all which is as 
i ible to corrupt human nature as it is for a 

| to get up and go about his usual bus- 
iness, or for a dead person to walk about ; but what 
is ina le to man is possible with God. 1 
endeavoured to show you the great intent of the 
law, viz. to be our schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ, that we might be justified by faith alone: 
When the Holy Ghost has wrought conviction in 
the conscience of a sinner, and brought him to 
see the value of that free and full salvation, which 
Christ has finished, and enabled him to believe 
in it, to trust init for his acceptance with God; 
and as his only title to eternal life, he gives him 
a new heart, in which he writes the whole moral 
law, and thus puts him in possession of that in- 
ward meetness for the kingdom of heaven, which 

believer receives: Holiness is the gift of 
God. ‘The first and best evidence of the sancti- 
fication of the Spirit unto holiness is sincerity ; 
for where hypocrisy exists there cannot be either 
the love or fear of God, and consequeutly there is 
uo vital godliness. 

When the text says that we are taught by grace 
to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts; it com- 
prehends all those things which wererenounced for 
us in dur baptism, and which we renounce at our 
confirmation. By ungodliness and worldly lusts 
are meant, all the works of the devil, all works 
and deeds of darkness, all the pomps and Vanities 
of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of 
the flesh. To renounce or to deny these thiags is 
a duty binding on all Christians ; and though 
professors may call themselves sinners saved, yet 
unless they renounce these things, or deny 

kK 
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themselves and take up their cross daily and fol- 
low a crucified Saviour, they are not Christians: 
If they say that they are, because they are baptized, 
redeemed, have been to the sacrament, regularly 
attend the church, and give alms, while yet they 
give no proof of their sincerity by a daily and 
close walk with God, their practice gives the lie 
to their profession. The best evidence to a per- 
son’s own mind that he is a sinner saved, is a 
longing desire after communion with God ; and if 
there be communion with God, the soul cannot 
but grow in conformity to the moral image of God. 

Having said thus much, to prevent mistake, 
upon the subject of the moral law, I proceed with 
the table. The fifth commandment is as follows: 
‘Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy 
days may be long in the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee.” In this commandment we are 
enjoined submission to all in authority ; we are 
to pay a proper deference to all our superiors, 
to be obedient to the higher powers for the Lord’s 
sake ; we are enjoined duty and respect to pa- 
rents, to magistrates, to lawful governors, and an 
exact compliance with all their reasonable com- 
mands. This principle of obedience we must 
invariably observe, and that, not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward ; not resisting 
or rebelling against the higher powers, even when 
they oppress us; we are still to obey them, suf- 
fering wrongfully. The only weapons of a Chris- 
tian against his lawful governors are prayers and 
entreaties. This doctrine of obedience, howeyer 
it may interfere with human pride, is strongly 
inculcated throughout the Scriptures : Christian- 
ity recommends and enforces a principle of 
obedience. Sins against this commandment are 
disobedience to parents, unfaithfulness to masters, 
disaffection to magistrates, disloyalty to princes, 
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and a contempt of God's ministers. Whenever 
we break the commands of our superiors, we 
break the commands of God ; they are his minis- 
ters, and however lightly we may regard a breach 
of God's law, we are told that they that resist 
shall receive to themselves damnation, May the 
Lord hy his Spirit apply this law to our conscien~ 
ces, for correction, hainiiation, and instruction 
int : 
‘The sixth commandment is, “ Thou shalt do 
no murder.” In this we are required to preserve 
the lives, to protect the persons, and to defend 
the cause of our fellow-creatures. Sins against 
this commandment are, the wilful taking away 
the life of any one, directly or indirectly ; the 
otting or contriving it; the secretly wishing or 
siting the death of any person ; all those steps 
which tend to shorten our brother's life, such as 
persuasions to intemperance, or to any rash en- 
terprize; all oppression and barbarity ; and in 
short, whatever else is contrary to the Christian 
temper of love and meekness, of patience and 
long suffering. Again, thecrime of self-murder and 
all means which tend to destroy our constitution 
and shorten our own lives, are forbidden by this 
commandment. May the Lord incline the hearts 
of all to our Saviour’s exposition of this com- 
mandment in Marrurw y. 21—24. ‘ Ye have 
heard that it was said by them of old time, thou 
shalt not kill ; and whosoever shall kill, shall be 
in danger of the judgment; but I say unto you 
that whosoever is angry with his brother without 
a cause, shall be in danger of the judgment ; and 
whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be 
in danger of the council ; but whosoever shall 
yon fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 
y fore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there rememberest that thy brother hath ought 
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against thee ; leave there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy bro- 
ther, and then come and offer thy gift.” in, 
our Saviour in reply to Peter’s question, ‘ Lord, 
how often shall my brother sin against me and I 
forgive him ? until seven times?” replied, “I say 
not unto thee, until seven times, but until seventy 
times seven,” 

If we examine ourselves by this pure and hol. 
commandment, we must confess that we have all 
** sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 
The law saith, “If ye from your heart forgive not 
every man his trespasses, neither will your hea- 
venly Father forgive your trespasses.” The 
Spirit of God writes on the fleshly tables of the 
hearts of the redeemed, the law of forgiveness, 
The natural man may say he forgives, but he 
retains enmity in his heart. The redeemed sin- 
ner proves that he is in a state of salvation, ora 
sinner saved, by manifesting in his life and con- 
versation a spirit of forgiveness, ‘* Put on there- 
fore as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels 
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness, long suffering ; forbearing one another and 
forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any: eyen as Christ forgave you, so also 
co ye." 

The seventh command is, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery.” In this we are enjoined the 
strictest chastity, and an uniformly modest de- 
portment ; to have our thoughts as well as our 
actions undefiled, and free fram impurity. Sing 
against this command are all acts of obscenity 
and uncleanness, all impure desires and wanton 
inclinations, all that abominable, odious, mean, 
fulsome, filthy, beastly conversation, which too 
great a part of the world indulge themselves in, to 
the gorruption of their own hearts, and the ng 
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small confusion of every modest person who hears 
them. Professors, hear our Saviour upon this 
commandment: “ Ye have heard that it was said 
by them of old time, thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery; but I say unto you, that whosoever looketh 
on a woman to lust after her, hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart. And if 
thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out and cast it 
from thee ; for it is profitable for thee that one of 
thy members should perish and not that thy 
whole body should be cast into hell. And if thy 
right hand offend thee, cut it off and cast it from 
thee, for it is profitable for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that thy whole 
body should be cast into hell.” 

e eighth commandment is, ‘“‘ Thou shalt not 
steal.” In this precept we are commanded to 
give every one his due ; to owe no man any thing; 
to do unto all men as we would they should do 
unto us. Sins against this commandment are 
thefts ; frauds of all kinds, as well secret as open 
and violent; all rapine and injustice. We sin 
against this commandment when we deprive any 
man of his property ; when we withhold from him 
his due ; when we refuse paying our lawful debts, 
although able to do so; when we contract debts 
which we are sensible we have it not in our pow- 
er todischarge. All unlawful bargains ; all cheat- 
ing and overreaching; all advantages taken 
of the ignorance of another ; all unfair dealin 
in buying and selling; all oppressions of the 
poor ; all kinds of injustice ; are so many breach- 
es of this commandment. And ifthe most honest 
and respectable person in the world examine his 
thoughts and desires by this law, he will be obli- 
ged to plead guilty, and acknowledge himself a 
sinner. 

The ninth commandment is, “Thou shalt not 
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bear false witness against thy neighbour.” In 
this we are commanded to speak the truth 
from our heart; to give testimony of our 
neighbour whenever we are called upon, in 
truth and sincerity, without guile, without parti- 
ality, without hypocrisy ; to defend our neigh- 
bour’s character, and to draw a veil of love over 
his faults and imperfections. Sins against this 
commandment are, swearing falsely against our 
neighbour; spreading false, scandalous, and ma- 
licious reports, orin any way attempting tolessen 
his reputation ; all misconstructions, bitter inyec- 
tives, and invidious reflections. We tran: 
this precept whenever we publish our neighbour's 
real faults, unless either the glory of God, or our 
neighbour's reformation be our chief, our sole 
motive. All slander and evil speaking are here 
forbidden. If the most correct and moral, the 
most refined and delicate in their feelings, 
judge themselves, and search their hearts, by this 
pure law, they must shrink within themselves, 
and acknowledge themselves defiled, impure, 
censorious, uncharitable, and confess themselves 
vile, miserable sinners, deserving of God's ven- 
geance and condemnation. Men and women ma 
think as they please, and suppose that there is 
no great harm in picking a small hole in a neigh- 
bour’s character ;_ but whilst some forge and others 
circulate the slander, making some addition to the 
tale to increase the excitement, God is noticing © 
every thought, word, and action. It would be 
well if such traders in reports of others, would 
say with Hagar, ‘“‘Thou, O God, seest me,” and 
pare their hearts would exclaim, “ How can 
do this great wickedness, and sin against God.” 
There is no such thing as a little sin in God’s 
eye. All sin deserves death. The best evidence 
of faith is that charity “ which thinketh no evil.” 
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Therefore, my beloved brethren, “ Put on charity 
which is the bond of perfectness.” 

The tenth and last commandment is, ‘“‘ Thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his servant, 
nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any 
thing that is his... We are commanded in this 
precept to be satisfied with the station God has 
allotted us ; to do our duty in that sphere of life 
in which he has placed us, and to be content 
with such things as we have; to promote our 
neighbour’s advantage, and rejoice at his success 
and prosperity. Sins against this command- 
ment are, murmuring and dissatisfaction; dis- 
content, repining at our condition; envy of 
others, coveting our neighbour's goods or proper- 
ty, uneasiness at his success, wishing his ruin 
and disappointment; all unlawful attempts or 
desires to dispossess him of what he at present 


any’ A 
e have now seen in the first four command- 
ments, what it is to live a godly life, and, secondly 
in the six last commandments, or the second 
table of the law, we have seen what are the 
necessary ingredients of a righteous life, as re- 
gards our neighbour, and of a sober life as regards 
ourselves. Ourcatechism clearly points out the 
spiritual nature of the ten commandments, The 
spiritual nature of the four first was described at 
commencement of the discourse, where I gave 
at full length, the answer to the question “ What 
is thy duty towards God?” The following an- 
swer to the second question, ‘‘ What is thy duty 
towards thy neighbour ?” proves that the last six 
commandments are equally spiritual in their 
character, and confirms the exposition of them 
given above. “My duty towards my neighbour 
is, to loye him as myself, and to do to all men as 
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I would they should do unto me; to love, honéur,; 
and succour my father and mother: to honour 
and obey the king, and all that are put in autho- 
rity under him: to submit myself to all my 
governors, teachers, spiritual pastors, and masters! 
to order myself lowly and reverently to all my 
betters : to hurt nobody, by word or deed : to be 
true and just in all my dealings : to bear no ma- 
lice or hatred in my heart: to keep my hand 
from picking or stealing, and my tongue from 
evil speaking, lying, and slandering: to keep my 
body in temperance, soberness, and chastity: 
not to covet or desire other men’s goods ; but to 
learn and labour truly to get my own living, and 
to do my duty in that state of life unto which it 
shall please God to call me.” 

May the Lord’s Spirit accompany this spiritual 
exposition of the ten commandments with power 
to your souls! Unbelievers, you strive in vain 
to keep the law before yon come to Christ: You 
imay strive to clean, wash, and purify yoursclyes 
by striving to obey a few precepts ; you may be 
particularly zealous like St. Paul, for instance, 
before his conversion ; and many attain, as he did 
to a general outward conformity to the law; but 
still your washings are like the washings of the 
blackamoor: the more you wash yourself, the 
blacker you are. The greater the show you 
make in the eyes of your fellow ereatures, the: 
more deceitful, the more wicked, the harder your 
heart becomes. These external purifications all 
tend to make the heart callous. The heart re- 
mains blown out like a bladder with pride and 
self-conceit, until it is pierced by the rays of the 
Holy Spirit ; then and not before, the ting 
sinner sees his heart in its natiye deformity an 
ugliness. He was alive without the law once, 
but when the commandment came, sin revived; 
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and he died; died to all hopes of salvation by a 
law which is perfect, holy, just and good. But 
being dead to the law, dead in law, he lives unto 
God, through Jesus Christ, his law-fulfiller. 
Haye any amongst us been convinced of sin by 
the pure law of God? Have any felt that though 
outwardly moral, they are sinnersin heart? Ifso 
the law has begun to execute its office, like a ris 
gorous and severe, but upright schoolmaster, he 
will strike thee with his rod, and make thee smart 
for thy transgressions, that he may draw thee to 
Christ, to be justified through faith in him. Then 
faith, which is God’s precious gift, will do what 
thou couldst never perform before thou didst be- 
lieve in Christ. Faith will work in thy soul 
conformity to the moral law. Faith will make 
obedience pleasant. The Jaw which formerly 
breathed nothing but curses to thy soul, will now 
boy ie thy delight, the law of love, the rule of 


Mourning believer, hast thou believed in God, 
and known Jesus as the only way of salvation ; 
and dost thou find thyself hampered in thy 
Christian course, and weighed down by the cor- 
rupt affections of thy heart? Do heart sins draw 
thee back, and make thee believe that thou art not 
sincere? To thee, sincere, but mourning Chris- 
tian, I say, ‘Stand fast in the hberty” where- 
with Christ makes his people free. Christ has 
delivered thee from the yoke of bondage: be not 
again entangled with it. The law is a hard 
master ; it says, do and live; transgress and die. 
But grace and truth came by Jesus Christ, that 
you might be set at liberty from such bondage by 
the influence of grace and truth in your soul. 
You experience scarcely any comfort because 
though under grace, you live as if under the law. 
You are continually returning back to your old 
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experience of the grace and truth which came by 
Jesus Christ, the more ardent and intense will be 
your hungering and thirsting after righteousness 
Grace and truth give no license to sin: this free- 
dom is a freedom from sin; we are rescued by 
their influence from the bondage to the moral law, 
that being justified by grace, and sanctified by 
truth, we may have our fruit unto holiness, and 
in the end everlasting life ; the happiness of which 
consists in perfect holiness, perfect conformity to 
the moral law and image of God. 

Finally, believers, if you want to grow in con- 
formity to the moral law, and to the will of 
God, look to Jesus ; behold him in all his spi- 
ritual beauty, in his perfect holiness; see how 
harmoniously every perfection blends in his hu- 
man character: Jesus 1s the only man who is 
faultless, without blemish and spot. Why is it 
that you are so soon tired of looking unto Jesus !? 
Is the brightness of his divine majesty too much 
for you? Is the perfect holiness of his charac- 
ter too overpowering? Does its splendour 
dazzle your eyes! He indeed shines brightly. 
His grace and truth, his holiness and _ perlection, 
do indeed shine ten thousand times brigliter 
than the sun when he shines in his strength. If 
his perfections dazzle you, beiievers, may his 
grace and love draw you. Let what he has done 
and suffered for you in the flesh, win your hearts 
and incline you to desire above all things, to be 
like so precious a Saviour. Look first at his 
condescension, at his humiliation; look at his 
other perfections through the glass of his death ; 
there he appears most lovely. Look to your bi- 
ble, and read, ‘‘ The blood of Jesus Christ clean- 
seth from all sin.” “This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.” ‘“ Him 
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that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out.” 
And may the Lord, when he has comforted you 
with his love, strengthen your faith to view his 
moral and divine excellencies. Pray to Christ 
that he would give you more of his Spirit, to 
write his law in your souls. Look to Jesus : look 
for the blessed hope, and glorious ore of 
our great God and Saviour Christ, and may the 
Lord strengthen your faith. Every time me 
Jook upwards, and gaze into heaven, like 
Stephen, beholding Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God, you will be ‘‘ changed into the same 
image from glory to glory as by the Spirit of the 
Lord.” 


Lastly, my dear children, when you kneel before 
the Bishop, that he may lay his hand upon your 
head, and hear him utter the words, “ Defend,” &e 
&c., do you look to Jesus, pray to him to give 
you grace to take his yoke upon you, and to sit 
ut his feet and learn of him, that you may be- 
come meek and lowly in heart :so shall you find 
rest to your souls; so by grace you shall find his 
yoke easy and his burden light. Remember 
you must all stand before’ the judgment-seat of 
Christ. Look to Jesus, and is faith put on 
Christ, and pray that being coset by his grace, 
you may through the Spirit put off the old man, 
and put on the new man which is created in 
righteousness and true holiness. : = 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER. 


Preached at Eastington Church, Wednesday Evening, 
August 20th 1834, 


Loxe XI. 1. 


“ And it came to pass that as he was praying in 
a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples 
said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also 
taught his disciples.” 


I have already endeavoured to show you the 
excellency and spirituality of the moral law, and 
man’s utter inability to observe it. I have sought 
to point out the ends for which it was given, viz, 
to convince us of sin, to be our schoolmaster to 
lead us to Jesus, and to be a law of love and a 
rule of life to those who are “ washed, justified, 
and sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God.” The very prayer at 
the end of each commandment is a confession 
that we are sinners and need mercy :—‘ Lord 
have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to 
keep this law ;” by which we acknowledge that 
onr hearts are not naturally inclined to keep the 
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law of God. We have awfully departed from it, 
and are inclined to every evil thing ; but if under 
a sense of sin, we take hold of God’s “covenant 
by sacrifice,” God will write all his laws in our 
hearts, in answer to fervent prayer. 

It is impossible for words to convey a deeper 
feeling of helplessness and total inability to walk 
uprightly, without special grace, than those 
which are contained in the admonition of the Ca- 
techist. May Ged by his holy Spirit incline 
your hearts, my dear children, to listen, and un- 
der a deep feeling of helplessness to cast your- 
selves before the throne of grace. O may the 
Lord teach you to pray, and incline the heart. of 
every one here present, to say, Lord teach me to 
pray. The Catechist addresses the Catechumen 
as follows: ‘“ My good child, know this, that 
thou art not able to do these things of thyself, 
nor to walk in the commandments of God, and to 
serve him without his special grace; which thou 
must learn at all times to call for by diligent 
prayer. Let me hear therefore, if thou canst say 
the Lord’s prayer.” Let me inquire of all pre- 
sent, do you pray? Do you know what prayer 
13? Do you ever approach the mercy-seat, feel- 
ing your need of pardon, and of the protection of 
a heavenly parent? for if youdo not, I can only 
tell you that you deprive yourselves of an inesti- 
mable privilege. May God teach you by the 
sweet influence of his Spirit, that prayer is not a 
cold repetition of the best form of words, however 
sound and orthodox, but the utterance of a broken 
and a contrite heart, feeling its sins and its 
wants, and drawing nigh with trembling expec- 
tation to the Father of mercies, the God of all 
comfort. 

How beautiful, how touching, how expressive, 
is the beginning of the Lord’s prayer! ‘“ Our 
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Father.” We are immediately reminded of 
Christ. For is God our Father while we are in a 
state of sin and death? Have we not wandered 
far from our Father’s house, and fed upon mere 
husks and empty shells? Have we not grieyous- 
ae inst him? Whilst in such a state, 

gh our Father longed after our return to his 
affectionate bosom, though he patiently endured 
our hardness of heart, and bore with us in our 
estranged state wiihso mych long-suffering, yet 
we could not say, Our Father; we thought of 
many things, we cherished many sinful thoughts, 
we harboured many idols of our own creation, but 
God our Father was not in all our thoughts. 
Have we returned to him? Have we bent before 
the throne of grace and acknowledged our vileness 
and ingratitude? Has he held out his sceptre in 
token of peace, as Ahasuerus held out his to Es- 
ther? Has he drawn us with the cords of love, 
through Jesus the only way to his presence? 
How sweet the moments even of confession of sin, 
when under the influence of a broken and con- 
trite heart, we felt ourselves powerfully yet 
sweetly drawn, and were enabled to ery, Abba 
Father! Osinners, it is nothing but sin, your 
sin, which has separated between you and your 
God. If you would only pray from your heart to 
be delivered from the chain of your sins, you 
would soon be enabled with the returning prodi- 
gal, sosay, ‘Father, I have sinned against hea- 
ven and before thee and am no more worthy to 
be called thy son.” Then your heart would re- 
joice with trembling when you said, Our Pather. 

God grant there may be some soul in this 
congregation who longs to be restored to God's 
favour ; some dear, though rebellious, backsliding 
child, or some hitherto hardened sinner, or per- 
haps some self-righteous formalist, who may 
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begin to reflect and to say, “I have often repeated 
the Lord’s prayer, but never experienced any 
love to my Fatherin my soul. Will so great and 
holy a Being forgive me my heartless repeti- 
tions, my empty forms, by which I have so 
otfen mocked him on a thoughtless tongue ?”— 
May this pharisee, who hitherto trusted in his 
forms and outward observances, find his heart 
drawn by a power hitherto unknown, and feel an 
indescribable, unutterable enjoyment in his soul, 
whilst confessing and lamenting his past neglect 
of inward religion, he draws nigh to a reconciled 
Father and finds himself by grace a child of God. 
Believers, if God is our Father, he is so in Je- 
sus Christ ; respecting whom he said, “ This is m 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” “If 
God spared not his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?” Jesus said, “‘ Whatsoever 
e shall ask the Father in my name, I will do it.” 
‘he Father will do any thing for the Son, any 
thing for those who trust in the Son ;” therefore 
“let us come boldly to the throne of grace that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
every time of need.” For by Jesus through one 
Spirit, we have access to the Father, and if we 
believe in Jesus, we are the children of our Fa- 
ther who is in heaven. 
Do you ever consider what a pure, holy, hap 
place hewess is? It is so, because sin is exclu- 
ded thence. In that place dwells Jehovah our 
Father : we may from this expression form some 
idea of his purity, holiness and majesty. With 
what reverence and godly fear should we approach 
his mercy-seat! With what humility and grati- 
tude should we bow ourselves before the most 
high God! “For thus saith the high and lofty 
one that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is holy, 
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I dwell in the high and holy place: with him 
also that is ofan humble and contrite spirit, ta re- 
vive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones.” Can any condescen- 
sion equal this? If the Lord thus condescends 
the penitent sinner should approach God with 
filial gratitude, when he says, “ our Father which 
art in heaven.” My dear brethren, whilst we 
remember our origin, the dust of the ground ; our 
fallen, our sinful state ; we should feel constrain- 
ed by that love which came down from heaven 
where the Lord displays the fulness of his holi- 
ness, purity, and glory, to look up to-heaven, to 
long to be there, to desire meetness for its enjoy- 
ments, and to see the face of our Father in peace ; 
and it is a happy thing for Christ’s litile ftiock, 
that he left peace behind hiin when he was recei- 
ved up into heaven; or rather, he now siis 
enthroned in the realins of light and joy, to let it 
down into the hearts of his people. His blood 
bought peace, and when we enjoy peace in our 
souls through the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus, 
we find it sweet to draw nigh to God, and say, 
“‘Qur Father who art in heaven.” “ Blessed is 
the man whom thou choosest, and causest to ap- 
proach unto thee.” 

The heart then says, “‘ Hallowed be thy name.” 
Taught by divine grace, we desire that the name 
and perfections of God as they shine in the face 
of Jesus Christ, may be hallowed in our souls, 
and that his glories and incommunicable name 
may be hallowed throughout the world, 1. e. 
sanctified, and had in honour. The Christian 
remembers with sorrow the time when God was 
cast out of, his own heart, aud knowing the sin 
and misery of that soul where God is not, he 
grieves over the sins aid miseries of that world 
which cast out Jesus. ‘‘ We came unto his own, 

M 
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and his own received him not.” The Christian 

erceives a savour in the name of Gad, a love to 

is perfections,a desire to be conformed to his 
image in righteousnesg and true holiness. He 
“sanctifies the Lord God in his heart,” and the 
blsssings which attend the sanctification of the 
Lord in his own soul, lead him to desire that the 
name of God may be hallowed in every part of 
the world. The jests, the sneers, the scoffs, the 
mockings, the profane oaths which abound in 
the world, the vice and drunkenness whieh lead 
to God’s dishonour, pain his soul, and he parti- 
cipates in David's feeling, “Mine eyes run down 
with tears because men keep not thy law.” 

The next petition is, “Thy kingdom come.” 
How cohireNenNve is every part of the Lord’s 
prayer! How concise every petition, yet how 
full of meaning! We pray that God's kingdom 
may come ; that his kingdom of grace may come 
and fill our own souls; may come and fill the 
souls of our relatives, friends and eonnexions ; 
may come and fill the souls of our people, our 
servants, our children, our masters and superiors, 
and so extend itself throughout the world, until 
the kingdom of grace be swallowed up in the 
kingdom of glory, in the world to come. How 
strange that any who pray in the Lord’s prayer 
that the kingdom of God should come in the world, 
should be opposed to the spread of the gospel, and 
close their hearts and purses against so blessed a 
work! If any in this congregation feel their 
hearts steeled against Missions, and refuse to 
contribute to their success, they may reasonably 
doubt whether they have ever had the kingdom of 
God established in their own breasts : for pare 
in the same propertion as the kingdom of Fi 
which is righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost, advances in their own souls, in such 
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proportion do Christians pray, labour, and strive, 
that it may be set up in tie eau of their fellow 
creatures. Dear brethren in the Lord, pray that 
your faith may “ work by love,” and disperse and 
scatter before the wind every selfish feeling, 
Selfishness closes and hardens the heart; true 
Christianity expands the affections of the heart, 
and fills the soul with universal love and good- 
will to all men. Every time we repeat the 
Lord’s prayer, we should utter from the heart 
with increased, with tenfold energy, “ Thy king- 
dom come!” “He that believeth in me,” saith 
Jesus, “ out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water ;” which shall flow to the fertilizing of the 
meadows around us. The true Christian's light 
cannot be hid. The Holy Spirit descends from 
Jesus to the hearts of the people of God, and flows 
thence in a continued stream, to bless, enrich, 
and fertilize the whole earth. Dear brethren, 
Jabour in your prayers and in your lives for the 
conversion of souls to the Lord, and look to Jesus 
to accompany, or rather to go before and follow 
you in every good word and work. 

We then proceed to say, “ Thy will be done on 
earth as itis in heaven.” The heavenly hosts 
delight to do the will of God ; they serve him day 
and night in his glorious temple. His will is 
done in heaven, and both as respects the righte- 
ous and the wicked, his will is done on earth. 
«He worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own will.” ‘He overturneth empires when he 

leases, and turneth the hearts of kings and ru- 

ers as seemeth best to his Godly wisdom.” He 
reigns by his providence, and by his grace and 
love, for the destruction of sin in the hearts of his 
chosen people; for causing “all things to work 
together for good to them that love God, and are 
the called according to his purpose ;” and for the 
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however rampant vice may seem, whatever con- 
vulsions in nations, laws and empires may shake 
the earth ; know this, that God is the ruler, and 
that he doeth according to his will in the armies 
of heaven and amongst the inhabitants of the 
earth. Every accident, every individual event, 
every action, every design cherished in the heart, 
which occurs throughout the whole world; all 
naturally tend to hasten the accomplishment of 
the purposes of God, and to bring nearer that 
day when it will be seen that the will of God is 
done on earth as it is done in heaven. 

When, therefore, we utter this petition from the 
heart, we pray that all God's purposes may be 
fulfilled, whether of grace to his chosen people, or 
of vengeance to his obstinate enemies. We are 
safe in God’s hand, who will be the defence of 
his people round about ; and we glorify his name 

- if we pray in sincerity that his will may be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Let what will occur, 
it occurs by the providence of him without whose 
permission not a sparrow falleth to the ground ; 
and though society may be unhinged, and empires 
and states ruined, yet still we may say, “ Now is 
our salvation nearer than when we believed.” 
When therefore, you see these things come to 
pass, lift up your heads with joy, for behold your 
redemption draweth nigh. The more wicked the 
world becomes, the more let us give ourselves 
unto prayer. The more covetous and idolatrous 
the world becomes, let us daily remember that 
“man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 

“ Give us this day (or day by day) our daily 
bread.” Whatever man may think, he has no 
right even to the bread which he eats, whilst afar 

from God : every thing a man eats or drinks 
whilst alienated from his heavenly Father, is like 
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so much poison, It has the curse of God itstead 
of his blessing. Every blessing is from God who 
“causeth his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust.” But alienated man receives his earthly 
portion from God, and yet acknowledges not the 
giver. He is fed by the bounty of Him against 
whom he has revolted. He “ despises the riches 
of God’s goodness, forbearance, and long-suffer- 
ing, not knowing that the goodness of God 
leadeth to repentance ; but after his hardness and 
impenitent heart treasureth up to himself wrath 
against the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God.” Christians, belie- 
vers, it is your privilege to pray, “Give us this 
day our daily bread.” If you “ seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness,” all things 
necessary for you shall be added to you. If you 
receive your daily means of support from his 
hand, you enjoy a privilege. If you cast your 
care upon him who careth for you, you shall not 
want, for Jesus, who laid down his life for the 
sheep, is your Shepherd. He knows his sheep, 
he can tell them all by name ; he maketh them 
to lie down in green pastures, he leadeth them 
heside the still waters. Trust in God, and veril 

thou shalt be fed with daily mercies, with ric! 

consolations. Let the daily food which you re- 
quire for the sustenance and support of r 
bodies, remind you of the spiritual food you daily 
and hourly need, in order that your souls may 
live. Ifthe Lord Jesus did not live, to preserve 
in life the souls which he has redeemed, they 
would languish and die. Dear brethren,we need 
daily grace, as much as daily bread, and as the 
body would feel hunger if deprived of its food the 
second day though it should have been well fed 
the first, so the soul would feel itself starved 
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unless it received its daily supply of grace from 
the Lord Jesus Christ, out of his fulness. y 
grace we receive one day will not do for 
another, and it is a blessed promise, “as thy day 
is, thy strength shall be.” This conviction 
should keep us all humble and dependent upon 
God our Father, who will graciously “ supply all 
our need according to his riches in Jesus.” 
“Prayer is the breath of the Christian ; prayer is 
the utterance of the heart; it is the application of 
want to him who only can relieve it ; the voice of 
sin to him who alone can pardon it; it is the ur- 
icy of poverty, the prostration of humility, the 
lervency of penitence, and the confidence of trust. 
It is not eloquence but earnestness ; not the defi- 
nition of helplessness, but the feeling of it; not 
figures of speech, but compunction of soul. It is 
the Lord, save us, or we perish, of drowning 
Peter ; the cry of faith to the ear of mercy.” Let 
the word of God encourage you, Christians, to 
depend upon God for the daily supply of his 
e. One reason why you go mourning all the 
ry long is, because you want faith and trust in 
the Lord ; you do not trust in him, you do not 
look to him continually for help. Look to Jesus 
who is the living bread which came down from 
heaven. Feed by faith daily on Jesus, not on] 
at the sacrament, but as it were at every seal: 
Pray to God to give you his Holy Spirit, and in 
the Spirit’s strength meditate much upon all 
that the Saviour has done and suffered for you ; 
and may love constrain you to glorify him from 
whom you receive daily pee and daily strength, 
Beene mercies and sanctifying mercies. 
rood not over your evil heart of unbelief, but 
look to Jesus who can take it away ; follow your 
Shepherd ; strive in his strength to tread in his 
steps; hear him saying, “I am the light of the 
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world, he that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.” The 
more you confide in Jesus, the more you make 
known your sorrows to him ; the more you lean 
upon his arm for support ; the more you honour 
lim, Abide in him and he will abide in you, 
so shall your mourning be turned into joy, and 
your fruit shall abound to his praise ei i 
“ Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive | 

that trespass against us.” The trespasses of each 
individual against God are far more numerous 
than the trespasses of our bitterest enemies 
against us. How unreasonable is it that we who 
have been such rebels against the Divine Naver 
ty and enemies to God by wicked works should be 
bitter against any fellow worm. How unreason- 
able that our pride and anger should be stirred 
up when men injure or molest us, while we are 
conscious of so many offences against God: it is 

uite as unreasonable as that a man who has been 
forgiven ten thousand talents should be angry 
with a brother who owed hima hundred 
because he did not pay him the moment he was 
asked. God has forgiven us ten{thousand talents, 
if we are believers in Christ; let us therefore 
manifest and declare our interest in God's for- 
giveness by forgiving all that have injured us. 
Unless we love our brother and forgive our ene- 
mies, and are in perfect charity with all men, we 
cannot tell that God has forgiven us, for w! 
God forgives sin, he inclines the soul to forgive 
others. God does not forgive us because we 
forgive others, but first freely gives us repentance 
and) remission of sins, and then disposes us to 
forgive others ; thus having been united to Christ 
we prove that we are Christ's by crucifying the 
fl with the evil affections and iat 
God constantly to increase in your mind an 
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@ssurdnee that he has forgiven you your tres- 
prmed that having been forgiven much you may 
, through the Spirit, the influence of that tem- 
pér which makes us love ourenemies, bless them that 
curse us, and pray for them that despitefully use 
us and persecute us. It is devil-like to bear ma- 
lice and hatred in our hearts ; it is manlike to 
resent an affront. and return evil for evil; it is 
Godlike to forgive and bury injuries and insults 
Pca He that conquereth his own spirit 
; greater than he that taketh a city. Whenever 
pal heart-burnings towards others, pray that 
would shower down his blessings upon them ; 
Peis, they may be converted and brought to 
ths saving knowledge and experience of the gos- 
el of Christ. In proportion as faith works by 
ove in our souls, we shall say from the heart in 
perfect sincerity, “ Forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive them that trespass against us.” 
The next petition is, “And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.” God 
lever puts evil into our hearts, or stirs it up 
there by any positive influence: in the former 
instance a man is tempted of his own heartand en- 
ticed, in the latter by Satan or wicked men. But 
Providence may lead us into such circumstances, 
as havea tendency to give our inward corruptions 
and the temptations of Satan and his agents pecu- 
liar advantage against us. This the Lord some- 
times does to prove the reality or power of our 
grate, the sincerity or hypocrisy of our profes- 
sion, or the remaining prevalency of sin. But 
conscious of ourown weakness and depravity; fear- 
ing to offend God, dishonour the gospel, grieve 
ur brethren, injure others, or wound our own 
consciences ; We ought to pray continually and 
most earnestly not to be led into temptation ; 
beseeching God to mortify our sinful propensi- 
N 
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for the coming of which we pray, is the Lord’s ; 
all power and authority are his; and he is able to 
set it up in our hearts and in the world, in defi- 
ance offal opposition ; and his will be the glory 
to all eternity; so that we have a reason put 
into our hearts why our prayers should be an- 
swered, and we may be certain that God will 
answer our prayers if we seek in sincerity the 
establishment of his kingdom, power and glory. 
We indeed honour God when we remind him of 
his honour, power, glory, and infinite Majesty ; 
and for his great name’s sake he will answer our 
rayers, and give us to see the manifestation of 
ianiiadom; power, and glory in the sight of an 
assembled world; of an innumerable company of 
angels. Jesus, who is “ the faithful and the true 
witness,” has affixed his amen unto this prayer. 
* Behold he cometh with ten thousand of his 
saints,” or asit may be literally translated from 
the Greek, “ Behold he cometh with myriads of 
his holy ones.” Then shall we see his glory, 
when we sce our King seated on the throne of 
his glory, and he, Jehovah Jesus our Lord and 
King shall bear the glory, whilst we cast our 
crowns before the throne and shout, “ Hal- 
lelujah, the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 

I must now conclude in the words of our ex~- 
cellent Catechism, which tells us in the simplest 
form of speech, what we chiefly learn from this 
prayer which our Saviour himself hath taught 
us. Question: “What desirest thou of God in 
this prayer”? Answer: “ I desire my Lord God 
our heavenly Father, whois the giver of all good- 
ness, to send his grace unto me and toall people ; 
that we may worship him, serve him, and obey him, 
as we ought todo. And I pray unto God, that he 
will send us all things that be needful both for our 
souls and bodies; and that he will be merciful to us 


108 SERMON VII. 


and forgive ug our sins ; and that it will please him 
to save and defend us in all dangers ghostly and 
bodily ; and that he will keep us from all sin and 
wickedness, and from our ghostly enemy, and 
fromm everlasting death. And this I trust he will 
do of hig mercy and goodness, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ: and therefore 1 say, Amen: so be 
it.” It may be truly said of this prayer that 


It is the simplest form of speech 
That infant lips can try, 

And yet sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high. 


The Lord's prayer should not be used as a mere 
form, but as a means of expressing our soul’s 
sincere desire; and it is a perfect model both for 
the matter and the manner of our prayers. We 
may here learn what we should ask for, ‘“ for we 
know not how or what we should pray for ;” and 
when we feel deadness, coldness, and wandering 
thoughts, may a broken sigh ascend to the mercy- 
seat, and with the feeling of the poor publican 
muy we falter ont in the Holy Spirit’s strength 
the petition, “ Lord, teach us to pray.” 
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BAPTISM. 


Preached at Eastington Church, Sunday Morning, 
August 24th 1834, 


1 Perer III. 21, 22. 


“ The like figure whereunto, even Baptism, doth 
also now save us, (not the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ : who is 
gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God ; 
6 all authorities and powers being made subject 
to him.” 


We now come to examine the nature of a Sa- 
crament, which our Church catechism informs us 
is ‘‘an outward and visible sign of an inward and 
spiritual grace, given unto us, ordained by Christ 
himself, as a means whereby we receive the same, 
and a pledge to assure us thereof.” This scriptu- 
ral explanation of the nature of a Sacrament 
I shall this morning apply to that of Baptism, 
May the Lord pour out his blessed Spirit upon 
my ministrations among you, and by me his un- 
worthy seryant call his children intothe vineyard 
ofhis Son! May the Lord by his Spirit strive 
with the consciences of all the baptized, and a- 
waken them seriously to consider whether the 
Baptism of the Spirit has indeed accompanied 
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the outward sprinkling of water. Mere water 
Baptism is of no avail or use whatever. You 
derive, sinners, just as much adyantage (or 
perhaps more) from daily washing your persons 
with water, as from being 5) rinbledl? with water 
at your Baptism, unless it be accompanied with 
the Holy Ghost, working an actual change in 
your hearts ; and then it will be seen in your 
lives, whose you are, and whom you serye, 

The outward visible sign in Baptism is water 
wherein the person is baptized in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost ; and 
as water makes clean the body and all things 
washied by it, it is a fit emblem or sign of the pu- 
rification or cleansing of the soul by the waters 
of life, which is the inward and spiritual grace 
of baptism ; or, in the words of our catechism, a 
death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteous- 
ness ; for being by nature born in sin and the 
children of wrath, we are hereby, i. e. by the 
inward and spiritual grace, made the children of 
grace; but unless we receive the latter as well 
as the former, we remain the children of the 
devil, and continue such until we are savingly 
converted to God. 

This sacrament is given unto us as all other 
blessings are; it isa gift, a free gift, a token of 
God's love, ordained by Christ himself when he 
said to his Disciples, Go ye among all nations 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Further, the out- 
ward and visible sign, i, e. water, is a means 
whereby those who repent and believe the gospel, 
receive the inward and spiritual grace; and the 
sign of water is a pledge to assure those who are 
already believers of God’s mercy and love to- 
wards them. We are then told what is required. 
of adults, or those persons who are baptized when 
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appoints sureties to answer for the infant. The 
question is put to the sponsors, who are invaria= 
bly supposed to be real believers in Christ: 
“Do you believe? Do you renounce? Do you 
Rromiss to obey? Will you be baptized in this 
‘aith ? and upon their answering in the affirma- 
tive, the child is baptized, upon the supposition 
that all the answers made are made sincerely 
from the heart. On this charitable supposition 
the child is pronounced regenerate; but if the 
Godfathers and Godmothers are worldly, hypo- 
critical professors, the whole value of the ordi- 
nance of sponsors falls to the ground: a curse 
instead of a blessing may naturally be expected 
to follow the answers made by the sureties with- 
out the intention of fulfilling them. If a Godfather 
or Godmother takesso solemn a vow as a renunci- 
ation of thedeviland all his works, the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world and all the sinful 
lusts of the flesh, and yet still lives to the world 
and its vanities, they must grossly deceive them- 
selves ; and awful indeed will be the consequence 
if their eyes are not opened to see the folly of 
their course before they be closed in death. I 
would solemnly warn believing parents of the 
great danger of selecting worldly friends and 
relatives as sureties for their children, and I 
would seriously advise all persons solemnly to 
consider before they take so responsible an 
office upon them, whether they can conscienti- 
ously, before God, take so solemn a vow. If 
after taking a vow to renounce the world, you 
follow a multitude to do evil, you mock God for 
the sake of pleasing a relative; and I would af- 
fectionately exhort every believer not to become 
surety for another's child, unless either the child 
be the offspring of believing parents, or there be 


some reason to hope that the sponsors may haye © 
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some influence in the education of the child for 
which they stand. ice a the baptized child is 
pronounced by the Church regenerate, upon the 
charitable supposition that the parents and spon- 
sors of the child have lott i for it in faith, yet 
still if the evidences of faith and repentance are 
wanting when the child is advanced to maturity, 
we may know for a certainty that the ceremony 
of baptism was only a vain and empty form, and 
entirely void of effect ; because not accompanied 
by the inward and spiritual grace. It is by the 
inward and spiritual grace of baptism, which is 
given, sometimes in childhood, sometimes in 
youth, sometimes in maturer years. and occasion- 
ally in old age, that we are made members of 
Christ, children of God, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven: of itself the baptism of wa- 
ter is nothing ; in the case of the impenitent, it is 
worse than nothing. The baptism of the Spirit is 
every thing ; this changes the heart, cleanses the 
heart from all foul affections, and puts therein all 

affections. Ye baptized lovers of the world 

the word of God : “ If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 

I shall devote the remainder of this discourse 
to an explanation and an application to the con- 
science, of the inward and spiritual grace of bap- 
tism, which our Catechism calls a death unto sin, 
and a new birth unto righteousness, and which 
the text calls the answer of a good conscience 
toward God ; both which mean one and the same 
thing. By nature we are born in sin, and the 
children of wrath ; the sin in which we are born 
deseryes wrath, and subjects us to the wrath of a 
holy and jealous God; sin brought misery into 
the world, which ends in eternal misery, unless 
we are redeemed ; and each person born into the 
world has a heart deceitful above all things, and 

° 
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desperately wicked. Unless sin blinds our eyes, 
we must see that children, “ as soon as be 
born, go astray and speak lies ;” they revolt from 
their Creator more and more, and unless the 
Shepherd of Israel seeks and saves them, and 
lucks them as brands from the burning, they are 
ost for ever. Jesus died to save sinners—* This 
is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion.” It is only by believing on Jesus that we 
are made children of grace ; and if ehildren, then 
heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ- 
The inward and spiritual grace of baptism is more, 
speaking comprehensively, than one single act = 
it comprehends the whole Christian life from its 
first rise in the soul until it is, as it were, swal- 
lowed wp of immortality ; for it isa death unto 
sin, and a new birth unto righteousness; a daily 
dying to sin, and a daily rising again to righte- 
ousness. Strictly speaking, we can only once 
die to sin, and rise again to righteousness, and 
every believer does both when his heart is really 
and in sineerity turned to God. The principle 
by which we die to sin and live unto righteous- 
ness is at first like a grain of mustard seed, the 
smallest of all seeds. Now just as a seed may be 
said to contain the principles of future vegetation, 
which are not unfolded until manifested thr 
the influence of the dew, the gentle rain, and 
warm rays of the sun; so the seed of the new 
birth may be said to contain all the principles of 
the divine life, but which are only brought to 
notice and discovered when warmed by the Sun 
of righteousness shining on his own work, The 
inward and spiritual grace of baptism is the first 
commencement of the divine life in the soul of 
man. “The letterkilleth, but the Spirit giveth 
life.” The outward washing with water is nothing 
in itself ; the inward work of the Holy Spirit, by 
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which alone either the child or the grown person 
is made a member of Christ, gives life, power, 
and efficacy to the ordinance. Every baptized 

lies under the strongest obligations to live 
a life of holiness and devotedness to God: he is 
equally bound to live to God, whether he possess- 
es the inward aod spiritual grace or not. The 
law of God is binding and obligatory upon every 
human being, and makes no allowance whatever 
for human infirmity or human incapability. It 
says, Do this and live: transgress and die; and 
if we do not in earnest seek the inward and spi- 
ritual grace of baptism by fervent prayer to God, 
we continue under bondage to the moral law, 
from which we can only be delivered by the 
baptism of the Spirit, who puts grace into the 
soul of man. Baptized sinners, “‘ Ye must be 
born again.” <‘ Except ye be converted and be~ 
come,” in disposition, “as 4dittle children, ye shall 
in no wise entez into the kingdom of heaven.” 


And now, 2s the time is short, [ shall explain E 
and unfold the further meaning of the new birth ~ 


and the evidence of it mentioned in the text, the 
answer of a good conscience toward God, in the 
way of application to your consciences. My 
chief object and sincere desire in pointing out to 
you your disease, is to prepare you to value the 
remedy. *‘The whole need not a physician, but 
they that are sick.” And happy will it be for 
you, sinners, to discover by the Jight of God's 
teaching, that you are wretched, miserable, poor, 
blind, and naked ;” that your “ whole head is 
sick, and your whole heart faint,” that there is 
“no soundness in you, but wounds and bruises 
and putrifying sores.” This is the actual state 
of every person in this congregation, as he is 
bern into the world, and as he continues, until he 
is savingly converted to God ; aud even then he 
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candidly acknowledges that this is the condition 
of his heart, and that “in his flesh dwells no good 
thing.” He feels that by the grace of God alone 
he differs from those around him. I feel anxious 
that no one shonld deceive himself; therefore 
may God incline you to listen to the application 
of his word, 

I will take the case of one who considers him- 
self a good churchman, and relies upon his 
churchmanship or church-going propensity, for 
the salvation of his soul; and may the Spirit of 
God wound your conscience, and igen tly probe 
the wound, and search it and examine it! May 
you be alarmed, awakened, roused to a sense of 
your danger, and trembling inquire, ‘ What 
must I do to be saved?’ Suppose a man who 
bears a high character for honesty and regularity, 
and good conduct amongst his neighbours ; bene- 
volent and charitable to the poor, hospitable and 
kind, Suppose that man to have been regularly 
baptized in his infancy, sprinkled with water in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost; all the responses to have been duly 
made for him by his Godfathers and Godmothers 
and all supposed to have been well and duly 
performed, That man is well brought up, sent 
to a good parochial or village school, where he 
learns his duty and makes rapid advances; 
through the kind and benevolent exertions of 
others. On his return home, he strives to obe 
and please his parents, by whom he is at engi 
sent to be examined by his minister, previously 
to being confirmed by the Bishop, The minister 
being obliged to judge of his pretensions by his 
pestondon and as a weak and erring mortal 

imself, to look chiefly to the ontward ap- 
earance. gives him a ticket of approval’ Heis _ 
aay. confirmed, and makes some creditable pro- 
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fession of religion. His neighbours cannot find any 
¥ outward conduct; they respect him 
in his dealings and a useful member of 
At aah this man settles in life, and 
up hi bent in a creditable manner, 
‘is own, parents, Himself 

io Sgt attend the worship of God, 
h w nigh to the Lord’s table ; eat 
and drink the wine, think themselves 
isti and are ready to say, each for 
, “‘ What lack I yet?” After a time the 
dies andis buried. Let us follow him into 
the presence of God, where he stands trembling, 
and confused, covered with shame, before the 
Divine Majesty, shrinking from the gaze, the open 
gaze of him who searcheth the heart and trieth the 
reins. The arrows of conviction have already pier- 
ced the darkness of his soul. He sees Baptism 
in a new light; he sees that the outward ceremony 
was duly performed, but that he never sought the 
inward and spiritual grace, and therefore never 
obtained it. He sees that the sureties who stood 
for him, answered correctly but never meant to 
perform what they promised; that their words 
were like the words of the world, that they lied 
to God ; that whatever prayer was on their lips, 
no desire for the salvation of his sou! ascended 
from their heart. He then discovers that if they 
him outward observances, they never en- 
deayoured, by the help of the Spirit, to sow the 
seeds of the religion of the heart. He perceives 
that though he respected outward forms, and par- 
took of the most solemn rites of religion, yet he ne- 
ver tasted the blessedness of that man “ whom God 
and causes to approach unto him.” Henow 
perceives to his eternal horror, that he built upon 
the sand instead of building on the rock of the true 
Church Christ Jesus ; that the foundation of vital 
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godliness was never laid in his heart ; that all his 
religion and comfort consisted in outward obser- 
vances, flesh-pleasing duties; that all his aim 
was to please Rimeelf not to please his Creator. 
Then with the anguish of despair he will rush 
into the regions of darkness and wo, eternally 
lamenting his folly, in neglecting vital godliness, 
and substituting the form for the transforming 
power of religion. 

Let every lover of forms, decency, and deco- 
rum, diligently examine his own heart. Is it 
your study to please yourself, or gain the respect 
of your neighbours? Have you any worldly ob- 
ject in view? Is your religion destitute of that 
foundation which standeth sure? Have you no 
principle of grace in the heart? Have you no de- 
sire diligently and earnestly to seek the grace of 
God? Have you never seen the corruption of your 
heart, the depraved character of your earthly 
affections? If you have not, ‘“‘you must be born 
again.” Though you have been baptized, confirm- 
ed, and attended the sacrament, you must die to 
sin, and live unto righteousness; you must by 
faith receive Christ into your heart, as a crucified 
Saviour, and, deriving strength from him, be eru- 
cified together with him, i.e. you must cruci: 
the flesh with the affections and lusts, morti 
the deeds of the body, extirpate the rank and 
poisonous weeds which grow so luxuriantly in 
your soul, and rise again with Christ by his pow- 
er, by the power of his resurrection, to newness of ~ 
life. You must be quickened by the Spirit of life, 
who, putting life into your soul, will enable you by 
virtue of Christ’s resurrection to walk before him 
in newness of life. Your water-baptism will avail. 
you nothing; you must have the answer of a good 
conscience towards God. Now, the conscience is. 
corrupted and impure ; it needs the purifying in- 
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fluence of God's Spirit, to enable it to render to 
Gaditiatt Giiewer ‘hich his holiness requires. We 
are baptized inthe name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghost. We are to give the 
answer of a good conscience, that is of a con- 
science cleansed by the Holy Spirit from all 
guile and wickedness, to God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. We i: te the answer of a good 
conscience towards God, when in our souls we 
are conscious to ourselves that we answer the pur- 
poses for which we were redeemed and enrolled 
araungst the Lord’s peculiar people. To God we 

ive the answer of a good conscience when we 
Paloeatinnnlly in mind that baptism doth re- 
present unto us our profession, which is to follow 
the example of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and to 
be made like unto him; that as he died and rose 
again for us, so should we who are baptized, die 
from sin and rise again unto righteousness ; con- 
tinually mortifying all our corrupt and evil affec- 
tions and daily proceeding in all virtue and 
godliness of living. This is to render the answer 
of a good conscience toward God. 

Your lives, baptized sinners, will tell you 
plainly that you have not rendered the answer of 
a good conscience toward God; you have not 
strived like St. Paul to live in all good conscience 
toward God and toward man. The gospel calls 

‘ou to repentance, and the word of God points to 

esus Christ who is gone into heaven, and is on 
the right hand of God; angels and authorities, 
and powers being made subject to him, He is ex- 
alted to bea prince and a Saviour, to give repent- 
ance and remission of sins, True repentance is 
the first part of the inward and spiritual grace of 
baptism. Itis the beginning of a death unto sin. 
May Jesus, who has all power and authority in 
his hand, pierce your soul with deep conviction 
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sin, and take refuge from sin, in Christ your for- 
tress. Abide in Christ, and the attacks of sin, the 
fiery darts of the wicked one, will be w arded off 
py his shield which he will give you. Pray for 
It is the shield of faith. Behold the restrrec 

tion of Jesus; in that event behold the Father's 
acceptance of his death asa full and sufficient 
ransom for your souls. Because helives, vou shall 
live also ; you shall live by the power of his Spi- 
rit which he is exalted to give you. ‘The Spirit 
first brought you to Christ: the Spirit giving tive 
to your souls, will enable you to rise above. in- 
dwelling sin, and to triumph over it in Jesus as 
over a slain enemy. Look to a risen, an ascended 
Saviour. Behold your King lives, therctore vou 
live before him. You shall reign over your sins, 
and “so reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.” Like- 
wise reckon yourselves dead indeed unto sin 
and alive unto God through our Lord. 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER. 


Preached at Eastington Church, Sunday Afternoon. 
August 24th 1834. 


1 Cor. XI. 23—26. 


‘“* For I have received of the Lord that which also 
I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread : and when 
he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, 
eat: this is my body which is broken for you: this do 
an remembrance of me. After the same manner also 
he took the cup, when hehad supped, saying, This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as 
oft as ye drink it, in renembrance of me. For as oft as 
ye eut this bread and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lord’s death till he come.” 


Iam now brought by God’s providence and 
gracious help to the concluding portion of the 
church Catechism, and am led to consider the 
nature and benefits of the Lord’s Supper,. Surel 
the feelings of the Lord’s people will accord wit 
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my own, and lead them to say that whatever is 
connected with the love of Jesus, and in particu- 
lar with the memorials of his dying love, is most 
interesting. In the Last Supper, just before he 
was betrayed into the hands of his enemies, when 
surrounded by his anxious and sorrowful disci- 
ples, the love of our dear Redeemer shone most 
conspicuously. May his love be revealed to our 
souls by the Holy Spirit, and shed abroad in our 
hearts, so that conformity to a dying Saviour 
may be visible in our life and conduct! Great 
indeed, beyond the comprehension of man, was 
the love of Jesus, when he washed his disciples’ 
feet, and bore with the peevishness and hasty 
impatient temper of Peter; greater still was the 
condescension and love of our Divine Master 
when he instituted the Lord’s papper as an ordi- 
nance to be participated in by his followers, in 
remembrance of his death and passion ; and when 
for his disciples’ sake, he endured the presence of 
one who, he knew, would betray him with a kiss 
for so smalla sum as thirty pieces of silver. 

The bread and wine which he selected as em- 
blems of his body and blood, are the most suitable 
which could have been chosen. He condescended 
to our capacities when he selected material em- 
blems, by which he conveys to us who believe 
in him for the salvation of our souls, most impor- 
tant instruction. Bread is called the staff of life, 
and such it is to a large portion of mankind ; it 
nourishes and strengthens the body. The child- 
ren of Israel were fed with bread from heaven, 
during their journey through the wilderness, 
This bread was called manna, and was given as a 
type or figure of the Lord Jesus Christ, who sty- 
led himself «The bread of God,” the true manna. 
“T am” said he, ‘the bread which came down 
from heaven,” He came down that he might give 
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life to a lost and ruined world. As bread, when 
eaten, gives life to the body, even so Jesus gives 
life to the soul when the soul feeds upon him by 
faith, and obtains, in the person of Jesus, his spi- 
ritual food. Jesus broke the bread as an emblem 
of his. body broken upon the cross for all who 
should believe on him. And whenever the bread 
is broken at the sacrament, Jesus is set forth as 
crucified among you. It is by faith that we eat 
the body of the Lord Jesus. ‘ He that eateth 
ine,” said Christ, “even he shall live by me.” 
In the sacrament, the believer beholds the cruci- 
tied body of the Lord Jesus; he meditates upon 
what he did and suffered for him, beholding how 
cruelly he was handled, beaten with rods, spitted 
on, nailed to the cross, crowned with thorns, pier- 
ced with a spear, and at last given up to death, 
to atone by his all-sufficient sacrifice to God for 
our sins and rebellion. In such meditations the 
Christian feeds upon Jesus ; he derives food from 
all that Jesus: has done and suffered for him in the 
fiesh, obtaining in the exercise of faith on these 
things, food and nourishment to his soul. Faith 
works by love: we cannot after a spiritual man- 
ner contemplate our Saviour’s sufferings and 
death without loving so gracious a Saviour. Af- 
fection begets affection: all that Christ did and 
suffered in the body was from love to the souls of 
men. ‘‘ Love so amazing, so divine, begets pure 
«ond devoted love in the hearts of the people of 
Jesus; faith and love are like twin sisters, 
like bosom friends ; they are inseparable. Asa 
tree is known by its fruits, so faith is kaown by 
love. If we believe in the Saviour, we cannot but 
love the Saviour. 

Again; when Jesus took the cup, he blessed it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, Drink ye all 
of%his, Do this, as oft as yeshall drink it, m remmem- 
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brance of me. The wine, the juice of the grape, 
was a fit emblem of the pure and precious blood 
which streamed forth from the pierced side of 
Jesus for the salvation of our immortal souls. 
As the juice is expressed from the grape by men 
treading it under foot in the wine-press; so the 
life-blood of the Saviour was poured out a sin- 
offering for us, after he had been trodden under 
foot and had suffered every indignity that could 
be put upon him. And as wine strengthens the 
body, so the blood of Jesus, when drank by faith, 
strengthens and refreshes the soul. When we, 
believers, behold the blood of Jesus Christ poured 
out in death for the life of our souls, and trust 
to its efficacy to cleanse us from the filth of sin, 
from its guilt and power, the blood of Jesus be- 
comes our life; and we, drinking his blood, live. 
And is it a small matter with you, disciples of 
Jesus, to be permitted to enjoy the privilege of par- 
taking of the elements of bread and wine, in- 
stituted and appointed by Jesus himself, and 
given unto us as emblems of his most blessed 
body and blood? Remember, I beseech you that 
his body was broken ou the cross, and that his 
blood was poured out for us, that sin being atoned 
for, and the righteousness of God’s law honoured, 
we might live through faith in his death and pas- 
sion. 

We should account it our highest privilege to 
do this, to take and eat this. body, and to drink 
this cup, in remembrance of him. If a dear 
friend, husband, brother, or parent, whom we 
much loved, should ask us on a certain day to 
perform some act by which we might call to re- 
membrance his former kindness to us, many of us 
would gladly observe the day: but what love can 
compare with the love of Seais'? “Tt passeth 
knowledge.” It is unspeakable, it is stronger than 


SERMON IX. 327 


we might be delivered from our sorrows; it is He 
who says, “ Do this in remembrance of me.” If 
so many can turn their backs upon a Saviour's 
loye, and go out of the Church when the sacra- 
ment is to be administered, running away from 
an ordinance of love and good-will like so many 
sheep who fancy they hear the footsteps of a wolf 
or dread being pursued by the roaring lion, surely 
the heart must indeed be cold and dead, lost to 
the influence of a far higher love than ever filled 
a human breast! Are you Christians, and yet 
turn your backs upon the memorials of'a Saviour’s 
love? I was just thinking it was only the coward 
who turned his back in battle. The Saviour las 
provided a complete armour for the Christian, yet 
no armour is specified for the back. The moment 
a Christian turns his back, he is beaten, his glery 
is turned into shame, and if he isa real Christian, 
at heart, it is through much trial, temptation, and 
suffering, that he is brought back again. 

The sacrament is a feast. When a great man 
makes a feast for the peasantry and mechanics, 
to celebrate some great political event, are there 
many who refuse to go to that feast?—I trow 
not. That feast cloys; but Jesus has made a 
feast which enriches the soul, fiills it with marrow 
and fatness, yet never cloys. The spiritual ap- 
petite of the Christian is satisfied, but never 
satiated. He says, Lord, evermore give me this 
bread. My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for 
the living God; when shall I come and appear 
before God! He does not eat the bread and 
drink the wine after the carnal manner, but dis- 
cerns the body of the Lord Jesus; whilst the 
elements of bread and wine are before his eyes, 
the body of Christ broken, and his blood. shed 
are present to his mind, he can say, “Lord, it 
is good to be here!” 
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him. We are all apt to grow lifeless : we are all 
ready to sleep on our march, exhausted with fa- 
tigue. How ready should this make us to hail 
with joy the approach of that monthly festival 
established in this Church, which was instituted 
by Christ himself, given unto us as a means 
whereby we may receive grace and strength out 
of the fulness that is in him, and as a pledge to 
assure us thereof. 

The inward and spiritual grace of the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper is the strengthening 
and refreshing of our souls by the body and blood 
of Christ Jesus. - What a blessing to partake of 
an ordinanee which secures that inestimable 
blessing to us! assuring us that all who pray in 
earnest for the inward and, spiritual grace, shall 
receive it. God hears and answers all prayer 
made in faith. Some heart-broken penitent may 
doubt whether God always hears prayer. Christ 
instituted this ordinance as a pledge to assure us 
of this very thing. ‘‘ And this is the confidence 
that we have in him, that if we ask any thing ac- 
cording to his will, he heareth us; and if we 
know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we. 
know that we have the petitions which we desired 
of him.” If we approach the Lord’s table, and 
pray that eating the bread and drinking the wine - 
in remembrance of his death and passion, we may 
be made partakers of his most blessed body and 
blood, we ask according to God's will; and we 
may know toa certainty that we have the peii- 
tions which we ask of him. : 

Innumerable and incalculable are the benefits 
ofa right reception of the Lord’sSupper, but Linust 
delay the consideration of thein that L may proceed 
with the Church Catechisin, und point out what 
is required of them who come to the Lord's 
Supper. They are required to examine then 
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start back from a sight of a serpent, ready to 
dart into us his venomous poison, or from contact 
with a black spotted toad, if we unexpectedly 
came upon one. The heart of man is indeed de- 
ceitful above all things and desperately wicked, 
and we can only know a portion of its vileness, 
even by examination. This knowledge, though 
humbling, is truly good for the soul, and is in- 
deed the best preparation for a worthy participa- 
tion in the Lord’s Supper. The deeper the sense 
of our utter vileness and unworthiness, the fitter 
we are to receive the sacrament. 

To be worthy communicants, we must utterly 
renounce our own worthiness, for we have none, 
and never shall have any; our worthiness is. in 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ : Christ put on by 
faith, is the best worthiness, the only worthiness; 
and when he reveals himself to the soul as our 
all, he deeply convinces us that we have nothing, 
that we are nothing, but owe all to him. There 
are many sincere Christians who have not attain- 
ed to this deep, spiritual, and practical view of 
things, yet they should come to the Lord’s table. 
The first thing required of all communicants is to 
repent us truly of all our sins, which is a neces- 
sary preparation of heart, and the evidence of a 
new heart. We shall never come to Christ until 
we are conyinced of sin; we shall not look to 
Jesus as a Sayiour, until we long to be delivered 
from our sins; when we do so, we cannot help 
repenting of sins; wereit possible, we would undo 
the evil we have done. This state of mind is 
necessary to sincerity, Repentance toward God 
is a change of mind, and the acts of repentance, 
whereby we forsake sin, proceed from the influ- 
ence of a new heart. If God give us a new 
heart, we shall repent us truly of all our sins ; 
the presence of sin will be hateful to us ; what we 
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ace loved, we shall now hate. In order to repent 
we must constant y pray for a new heart, a heart 
which has respect to God and all his command- 
ments, and feels genuine sorrow for all its sins 
of omission and comission. Thus shall we sted- 
fastly purpose to lead a new life, This is the best 
groundwork and preparation for a stedfast faith 
in the mercy of God through Christ Without 
this there would be no hope, no inducement to 
come at all. A right faith in God’s mercy can 
only flourish in a penitent heart ; where the 
ground of the heart is broken up. A penitent 
heart, softened by a sense and feeling of sin, lays 
hold of God's mercy, and exercises faith in such 
a promise as this,—‘“ This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation that Christ Jesus 
eaine into. the world to save sinners.” This faith 
naturally produces gratitude. A penitent sinner 
cannot but be thankful for that death and passion 
whereby he is ransomed from the consequences of 
sin, and the wrath tocome. A thankless believer 
is a contradiction in terms ; he may often feel the 
influence of a thankless heart, but he either knows 
or should know, that in his flesh dwelleth no good 
thing ; not a spark of repentance, faith, or grati- 
tude. It is the new heart given and implanted 
by grace, which is the seat of these holy princi- 
ptes, and. such a heart will be in charity with all 
men. The influence of the love of Christ makes 
believers in love with all the world. If he has 
injured any one, he grieves over it, is sorry for it, 

and does all in his power to repair the injury; 
and as far as the Christian feels the influence of 
repentance, faith, and gratitude, in such propor- 
tion he strives to live peaceably withall men. He 
that loveth God, loves his brother also. ‘‘ He that 
saith be is in the light and hateth his brother, 
is In n darkness ¢ even a until now.” 
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When God gives anew heart, he implants in 
it the seed of every gracious principle. The 
believer does not attain to his full growth at once. 
He is humble from the moment of his conversion, 
but not near so humble as he ought to be; and 
he desires to become daily more and more hum- 
ble. A sinner-repents when he first turns to 
God; but his penitence deepens as he grows in 
grace; as he becomes more acquainted with the 
corruption of his heart and the sins of his life, and 
compares them more accurately with God’s law. 
A Christian believes the promises of God from 
the first ; but his faith is more stedfast, his trust 
more simple and confiding, as he advances to- 
wards the object of his faith. Again, a Christian 
feels the influence of love from the monent_his 
heart is softened ; but love is like a stream which 
has its rise in small beginnings, and daily in its 
course expands, widens and deepens, until it 
glides into the ocean of eternity; and whatis heaven 
but a sea of love! There is a gradation in every 
principle and affection of the new heart. ‘The 
pathof thejustisas the shining light, which shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day.” The only 
oreparation for receiving the sacrament is a new 

eart, the fulfilment of that promise,—‘ A new 
heart will I give you.” This new heart, which is 
born of the Spirit, is of a nature entirely different 
from that of the old man which is put off by 
profession in baptism, and is put off actually 
when we receive the inward and spiritual grace. 
It is composed of new affections, dispositions, 
and qualities These are chiefly repentance for 
all sin, faith in God’s merey through Christ, a 
thankful remembranee of his death, a sincere 
purpose to lead a new life, and a loving nature, 
the opposite of that hateful nature,—the old man, 
whose delight is to hate every body but himself, 
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table, whosoever amongst you desires to turn 
tothe Lord. If you desire to turn, come, and the 
Lord will give you strength actually to turn to 
him, through the sacrament. Come, weary and 
heavy laden sinners, bring your burdens and 
leave them at the foot of the cross ; use the sacra- 
ment as a means of e ; cast thy burden upon 
the Lord, and he will sustain thee. Come sinners, 
and join yourselves unto the Lord in a covenant, 
a perpetual covenant, never to be forgotten. Come 
and see how gracious the Lord is, and that there 
is no unrighteousness in him, 

Come, then, to the table of the Lord, penitent 
mourners, trembling believers, all who sincerely 
desire to turn to the Lord ; but as for you, harden- 
ed sinners, pharisaical worshippers, self-righteous 
hypocrites, you who are indulging in any beset- 
ing sin, and you careless, worldly-minded sin- 
ners, whose heart is divided between God and the 
world, I do not wish to see you come to the sacra- 
ment, until you repent yourselves truly of all your 
sins, stedfastly purpose te lead a new life, and are 
trusting in God's mercy through Christ, possessing 
a thankful remembrance of his death, and are in 
charity with all men. Till that change has been be- 
gun at least in your souls, I had rather see you turn 
your back upon the sacrament than pollute the 
sacrament with your lips. And as for you who 
are living in adultery, fornication, malice, envy, 
or any other grievous crime, such as the praciice 
of getting drunk, or using profane oaths, 1 warn, 
I solemnly warn you from the sacrament, and de- 
sire you not to dare to approach his holy table, 
lest God should strike you dead at his footstool. 
But it fills my heart with unspeakable joy, if I 
have reason to hope that the Lord’s people uni- 
versally approach his table, and unite as one, in 
partaking of his blessed body and blood. “fhe 
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be gathered all nations. Then shall he say to 
those who have proved their faith by their love 

and good works, ‘“‘Come ye blessed of my Father, 

inherit the kingdom. prepared for you from the« 
foundation of the world ;” and to those whose be--- 
lief has not affected their heart and conduct, ‘“‘ De- 

part ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 

the devil and his angels.” ‘I never knew you, 

depart from me ye workers of iniquity.” 

Let then the Lord’s supper be regarded by you 
all as a frequent duty and a frequent privilege. 
Covet it as a privilege, remember that you espe- 
eially honour the Lord Jesus in this. ordinance, 
when you observe it in faith ; for you thereby de- 
clare your hope in reference to-his second coming, 
“For as often as ye eat this bread and drink this. 
cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.” 

Finally, you who intend to kneel before the 
Bishop to-morrow afternoon, remember especially 
to seek the Lord’s blessing.. Be not satisfied 
with resting in the-means, but look up, through 
the means of grace, to the Saviour, who, by his. 
Spirit sanctifies the means, and has appointed 
them as channels, through. which he conveys his 
special blessing and the gift of his Holy Spirit to 
the souls of his praying people. Do not make 
an idol of confirmation, but still thankfully em- 
brace the means, and seek to become more devo-. 
ted to the Saviour, and in heart more weaned. 
from this wicked world.. When Christ comes 
with his holy angels, to be glorified im his saints, 
and admired in all them that believe, you: will re-. 
member with holy pleasure the time. when you 
drew near to-the Saviour, enjoying with him and 
in him, spiritual communion, and honouring him 
by showing forth his death till he come. In the 
mean time, ‘‘ may the Lord make you to increase 
aud abound. in love one taward another, and 
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toward all men, even as we do toward you; to 
the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable 
in holiness before God, even our Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his 


saints.” 


THE END. 
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